
Issue No. 11 
Dec 2015.  

AbbTalk 



Ellie Oakley 

Ellie Oakley 
ellie@abbtalk.uk 
07785948486 (Weekdays after 17.00)   

Next deadline for Advertisement & Articles:   
January 15th 

Christmas Cover Competition 
 

We hope you like our December cover! 
 
The AbbTalk Committee asked the children of Abbotsker-
swell Primary School to design a cover for this issue. Many 
thanks to Mr Hughes and his staff for letting this happen. 
The winning pictures from each class were chosen by our 
committee. 
 
Our cover picture is by Katherine Hamilton, aged 11, of 
Kingfisher Class. Poppy Rothan-Denness, aged 8, was the 
winner from Swift Class, her picture is below. The winner 
from Puffin Class was Chloe Pressman, aged 5, whose pic-
ture is top right. 
 
All three children have been presented with a £10.00 book 
token during a School Assembly. 
 

Finally …      Happy Christmas  from AbbTalk and me! 
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Kevin Eales Chairman & Village Hall Representative 
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   (felicitygh@aol.com) 
 
Andrew Rose  Abbotskerswell Singers and 
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    Representative     
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Peter Bickley 
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Parish Priests:   Revd John Leonard Tel. 01803 873006  

Church Warden              Pam Wakeham Tel: 07526 470080  
Reader   Tim Collins  Tel: 01626  365139    
        (email tpc@supanet.com) 

Please note our website and address: www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk  

Kingskerswell Parish Church Office, Church End Road, Kingskerswell, TQ12 5DL 

I’ll let you to carry on with Slade’s ubiquitous song!  

It is that wonderful, magical time of year, again and the 

Christmas songs enfold us wherever we go – in the shops, 

on the radio, in the car. Some we’ll sing along to; others 

will make us want to throw the radio out of the window! 

They can, though, paint a magical picture – but perhaps a 

picture that isn’t true for everyone. 

 

And yet many do provide us with a glimpse of the true 

picture of Christmas, a picture that our carols clearly 

underline, and a truth that is still very evident today: 

Shepherds cold and tired watching over their sheep 

A vulnerable baby lying in a makeshift bed 

People travelling from far away - seeking, searching 

A world fast asleep unaware of the story unfolding 

The hope of the world resting on the promise of a child 

 

It is a story that we see being repeated even now in our 

own country, across Europe, across the world. 

Christmas is a time of great potential, of coming together, 

of letting go of the slights of the past, of thinking about the 

future. 

 

As you listen to the songs and carols this year, perhaps 

stop for a moment and think about the words; think about 

a baby born in a strange place 2000 years ago – and the 

difference he made to the world. 

Tim Collins, Reader 

Christingle            Sunday 6th December 4pm      

Carol Service        Sunday 20th December 6.30pm 

Crib Service         Christmas Eve                4pm     

Midnight Eucharist Christmas Eve            11.30pm  

Christmas Day                       10am   

All are very welcome to any (or all) of the services. We 

would love to see you over the Christmas period. 

 

Please note that there will not be a 10am service on the 

20th December (the day of the carol service) nor on 27th 

December. 

Christmas Appeal 

The Church in Abbotskerswell has regularly supported the 

homeless charities in the area – either through special 

collections, or through donations of food and toiletries. 

We would like to make a very special effort this year to 

continue that support and have set up an appeal to 

support the foodbank at THAT (Teignbridge Homeless 

Action Today). There will be collection boxes at the shop, 

in the church, and in other places around the village. 

Please give what you can. 

 

 

Christmas Star 

In this issue of Abbtalk I hope that you have found a large 

red star. Each Christmas time these have been delivered to 

every house in the parish. They are an opportunity for you 

to remember those members of your family or of friends 

who are no longer around, or whom you have lost contact 

with. You are invited to write their names on the back of 

the star and either place them on your own Christmas tree 

or on the Christmas tree that will be in church. The star will 

shine bright in your heart and in the prayers of the church. 

 

Revd Gill Still 

As you are aware, Gill and Fred left the village to move to 

Stoke Gabriel. Gill has sent through the following message: 

“We would like to say a very belated thank you to the 

people of Abbotskerswell for the fabulous send-off you 

gave us in the Village Hall at the end of September.  Your 

kind words and generous gifts, as well as your support and 

friendship during the time we were with you, are very 

much appreciated.   

St Mary’s Church 

http://www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk


With our love and best wishes to you all, Fred and Gill Still” 

 

Christmas Lunch 

We will be providing a Christmas Lunch on Christmas Day 

in Church House again this year. The cost is £10 and is 

open to anyone who would like to be with others on the 

day.  If you would like to come along please contact Pat 

Mackness 01626 353529 

Request for Volunteers for the monthly Sunday Lunches 

We need more volunteers, so if you feel that this is 

something you would like to offer (and it wouldn’t be more 

than three times a year) or even offer to prep some 

vegetables, make a pudding or provide a lift for any of our 

guests then please contact Pat Mackness 01626 353529 

Sunday Lunch 1pm – 1st Sunday of the month; Church 
House 

Since 2007, an enthusiastic band of workers have been 
providing lunch for people on the first Sunday of each 
month at Church House This was the vision of Revd Gill 
Still, who recognised that for many people Sundays can be 
a little challenging. They may be on their own, or just find 
the effort of making Sunday lunch just one thing too much 
in a week.  

Since then four different teams of eight willing and 

talented volunteers have prepared, cooked and served 

over 3000 traditional Sunday roasts, with organic, locally 

sourced meat and vegetables, and a further six teams of 

sweet-toothed connoisseurs have provided a choice of 

delicious puddings.  The suggested donation is £6, with any 

profits being reinvested in Church House facilities, and as 

such have contributed to new chairs, a dishwasher and a 

refurbished kitchen. 

If you would like to come along for a meal, please contact 

Pat Mackness 01626 353529 

 

Regular events 
Tues    10.00am  Coffee Morning Church House 

Please remember that Church House is open every 
Tuesday from 10-11.30am for Coffee, Tea, Squash and 
wonderful cakes. All ages are always welcome and a good 
time is had by all. 

Wed 6.30pm: Bell Ringers              Contact: 
Johanna Westgate 01626 364652 

We look forward to welcoming you to our worship. 

1st Sunday of the Month 
8.00am    Holy Communion  

(Book of Common Prayer - BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 

40 minutes. 

10am  Eucharist (Common Worship - CW) 

A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – using 

contemporary language, lasting about an hour. 

 

2nd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am    Holy Communion (BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 

40 minutes. 

9am Fresh & Early – Church House 

An informal, contemporary service aimed at families and 

those who have little experience of formal church services 

and lasts about ¾ of an hour.  

10am Morning Prayer (Common Worship) 

A non-Eucharist service that lasts about an hour. 

 

3rd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 

40 minutes. 

10am Eucharist (CW) 

A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 

about an hour. 

 

4th Sunday of the Month 

8.00am    Holy Communion (BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 

40 minutes. 

10am Parish Praise 

A non-communion informal service using contemporary 

language and music lasting about 40 minutes. 

 

5th Sunday of the Month (as appropriate) 

8.00am    Holy Communion (BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 

40 minutes. 

10am Eucharist (CW) 

A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 

about an hour. 

(Eucharist services are also available at Coffinswell 9am; 

and Kingskerswell 10.30am.)We also have a number of 

occasional services throughout the year which are 

advertised at Church House and throughout the village. 







AbbPast : The History Group of  Abbotskerswell 

ABBPAST NOVEMBER MEETING 
The Ivory Bangle Lady 

 
We were particularly pleased to welcome to our 
November meeting speaker, Dr Stephany Leach, as she 
should have been doing a talk for us in January but came 
down with a bout of pneumonia. Dr Leach has two types of 
employment, one as a forensic scientist working on bodies 
that have been discovered and are very badly decayed and 
the other as an archaeologist who studies bones.   
 
The Ivory Bangle Lady was a body discovered in York in 
1901, which had been buried in the 4th century AD; as part 
of a Reading University project Dr Leach set out to use the 
evidence, bone and finds, to work who she was and where 
she came from. The project was based on looking at the 
ethnicity of bones, which can be worked out from their 
shape and chemicals stored in the bone that tell the type 
of place that the person was raised in and what their diet 
was at that time; was she from Africa, Asia or Europe? 
 
The Ivory Bangle Lady was named after some of the items 
found with the body in its stone coffin. These included 

wrist bangles made from local jet as well as elephant ivory; 
then there were earrings, a necklace and a pendant, as 
well as an inscribed antelope bone which proved a be a 
Christian icon. These items and the findings from her 
bones showed she was of mixed African/European race, 
had an upbringing in a non-European hot and arid climate, 
was around 20 years old and was of high status. It was very 
unusual to be Christian in Roman York at the time.  
 
Stephany’s enthusiasm for her work shone through and 
the audience were spell bound by the nature of her skills 
which she explained really well for amateur historians. This 
was one of those talks where you really want to know 
more but there just was not time. Our next meeting is on 
14th December at 7.30 in Church House and is our annual 
social occasion with wine and nibbles and will feature 
another of Nick’s quizzes and more on our Abbotskerswell 
History Series that is to be funded by the HLF. Our topics 
are very diverse and there is usually something to interest 
everyone, so why not join us?  As always everyone is 
welcome: come as a visitor and see what we have to 
offer.     
Pete Wade 

The Madonna from the Chapel in the Woods at the Priory 
 
In 1609 a few English nuns in the Flemish community of St 
Ursula in Leuven left that monastery to make an all English 
foundation at St Monica’s in the same city. 
 
In 1797 the French Revolution forced them back to 
Spetisbury in Dorset and in 1861 they finally settled in 
Abbotskerswell. We do not know how many nuns arrived 
initially and can only assume they settled in Abbotsleigh 
House, which was owned by Mr Charles Braine, a tea 
merchant from Madras in India, before being bought by the 
Catholic Church in Plymouth along with some 35 acres of 
farmland. 
 
The Ordinance Survey map published in 1886 shows the 
Priory being substantially completed. The Chapel in the 
Woods, which was dedicated to our Lady of Lourdes, was 
also shown for the first time on this map. 
Without any information we can only assume that the nuns 
brought the Madonna from Belgium with them because the 
inscription on her halo is in French “Je suis L'immeculee 
Conception”. 
 
The Madonna has been recently beautifully restored by one 
of the residents at the Priory and can be currently seen in 
the Forum (formerly the Chapel). 
 
The Chapel in the Woods is now under refurbishment with 
funds raised by the Residents. 

 



The Abbotskerswell Recreation Association (ARA) and the 
Primary School Parents, Teachers and Friends Association 
(PTFA) held their annual Fireworks and Barbecue Night on 
November 5th. 
 
Over 800 mums, dads, kids and grandparents came through 
the 'gate' and enjoyed a great night of sparklers, food and 
fireworks. 
 
This year, terrible weather leading up to the night and a rival 
event in Ogwell (a poor display compared to our profession-
al one, according to one Ogwell family) led us to make a 
much lower profit than past years. 
 
But takings for the fireworks (£2380) and the PTFA barbecue 
(£400) were cut to less than half of what we made last year. 
Whilst many people who watched the fireworks from out-
side the 'gate' made donations to our funds there were 
many outside the area and also on Priory Road who watched 
for free. Thanks to those who did make donations but we 
would have been in a much healthier financial position if 
everyone contributed.  
 
The ARA gate takings are used to pay for next year’s fire-
work display, maintenance of the sports courts, pavilion, 

children’s playground, and other facilities and to give grants 
to village sports and other groups.  
 
The ARA will now have to consider whether to hold a Fire-
works Night in 2016 and, if we do, what changes need to be 
made. This year’s takings will pay for 2016 display, or it can 
be used for grants and maintenance during the coming year 
- but not both. 
 
So, Abbtalk readers, what shall we do about November 5th 
in 2016? We could look for a sponsor for the display; put on 
some entertainment; think of another attraction - and 'No' 
we don't think we have anywhere to build a bonfire.  
 
Please, let us have your ideas. You can e-mail the ARA 
through the Abbtalk magazine using John Whitehead’s email 
address on page 3; contact one of your parish councillors 
(contacts for parish councillors are in Abbtalk); or tell the 
PTFA.  
 
But tell us soon - we have to book the firework people be-
fore too long. And if there is someone out there who would 
like to be a sponsor for the fireworks....please get in touch. 
 
 Cllr Bob Chambers, chairman of the ARA 

Firework Night 





  



Tree Care Specialist 
Hedge Trimming and Prun-

ing 
Tree Surgery and Felling 

Logs and Wood Chip De-
livered 

Stump Removal 

Rob Ewers 
Tel: 01626 201189  or  07878265631 

robewers61@gmail.com   
 

Seager 
Garden Services 

RHS Trained 
Professional & Reliable 

Family Business 
Established 1997 

 

Available for one off jobs,  
contracting and  

regular maintenance   
 

Weeding & Grass cutting 
Hedges & Tree Surgery 
Maintenance & Pruning 

Pressure Washing 
Clearance & Restoration 

General Tidying 
 

Free quote call Julian Seagers  
01803 875260 





Puffin Class’s Piet Mon-
drian paintings... 

Kingfisher Class’s Henri 
Rousseaux pictures… 

Swift Class’s rainforest frogs and pastel drawings... 

Abbotskerswell Primary School 











 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  
HAVE YOUR SAY - THE NEXT STEPS 

 
90% say the Parish has a good, or excellent environment 

80% say the Parish has quite a strong, or very strong sense 
of community 

 

The results of the Community Survey are now available and the above headlines give a good indication of what most 
of the respondents thought about where we live.  Given this, it is not surprising that the other results reflect this and 
the majority, therefore, want to ensure that our present environment and community spirit are maintained and pro-
tected.  The only real concerns shared by the majority, are the problems of parking and traffic in the Village of Ab-
botskerswell. 
(The full survey results can be found on the Parish website, as can the Survey conducted at the School) 
http://217.199.187.63/abbotskerswell.org.uk/images/pdfs/ABBPLAN_Community_Survey_Report_FINAL.pdf   
 
The Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group has now met on several occasions with Stuart Todd, our Planning Con-
sultant, to consider the outcome of the two Surveys, together with other relevant documentation which might, or will, 
have an impact on the future of our Parish.  (All this documentation can also be found on the website) 
 
The Group will be producing suggested aims and objectives for the future of our Parish after digesting all this infor-
mation and this, with all the supporting evidence, will be presented at a consultative exercise to be held, probably in 
early February, at the Parish Rooms.  The format of this consultation will most likely be similar to the Workshop which 
set this whole process off back in June 2014, and residents will, once again, be able to call in at any time over a week-
end to see the proposals and give their views which will be collected and used to firm up or change these proposals. 
 
I have said before that one of the key aspects of this Planning process has to be a demonstration that we have consult-
ed as widely and clearly as possible with all relevant stakeholders in our Parish.  We will do this in many ways, but 
clearly it is not always possible to make everyone feel involved an, indeed, many may not wish to be.  However, for 
those who are interested, I hope that at least we can inform our population what is going on through these articles in 
Abbtalk, and give all those who want the opportunity to make their comments or views known.  Therefore, if anyone 
wishes to comment further, please contact one of the Core Group of the Steering Group set out below:- 
 
David Munden   david@hootenwheals.co.uk  01626 356080 
 
Wendy Grierson    wendytq12@btinternet.com  01626 353701 

Kevin Eales     kevin@eales.eu    01626 331947 

Richard Whiffin     richardwhiffin@hotmail.com  01626 365626 

 

For your information, the other members of the Group are: 
Ian Arrow, Tim Collins, Charles Down, Trevor Howard, Brain Mackness and Paula Simmons 
 

David Munden (Chairman of the Steering Group) 

http://217.199.187.63/abbotskerswell.org.uk/images/pdfs/ABBPLAN_Community_Survey_Report_FINAL.pdf
mailto:david@hootenwheals.co.uk
mailto:wendytq12@btinternet.com
mailto:kevin@eales.eu
mailto:richardwhiffin@hotmail.com




Dear Editor, 
 
May I take this opportunity to wish all of our customers a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, 
 
Since Central took over Model Stores on 7th September I have been 
very impressed by the passion that our customers have toward 
supporting a community store and I, and my team, will continue to 
respond to the requirements of the Abbotskerswell community. 
 
We have re-introduced several facilities including deliveries to cus-
tomers who find it difficult to get to the store, the books have now 
been allocated a permanent position within the store, and the 
sumptuous ham is now back on sale. Retaining the name “Model 
Stores” was very high on my list of priorities from the beginning 
and our senior management were very happy to facilitate this. 
 
Central, as a company, are very committed to supporting commu-
nity stores such as ours. You will rarely find us on the High Street 
as we prefer to serve local people from a local store. 
 
I would like to thank our customers for the welcome they have ex-
tended to me and for the friendships already established and those 
I look forward to creating in the future. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Ray Buckley 
Store Manager 
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Important 
Notice! 

 
Watch found in 

Abbotskerswell - 
phone  

01626 367784  



Abbotskerswell Pre School 
The Village Hall, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5YF 

Monday - Friday 9.10 - 11.10 Term Times 
For all children from the age of two 

Many thanks to everyone who has come along 
to support our Baby and Toddler Group. The 
group is growing fast and it’s great to see so 
many families getting involved. There is a love-
ly, friendly atmosphere and having Julie there 
each week has proven to be a huge success. 
There are loads of activities on offer for small 
children and parents get the chance to relax 
with a cuppa, knowing they are able to watch 
over their children as they play. 
 

We are no longer collecting clothing and other 
items for the Rag Bag scheme. The company 
have stopped collecting in the area. Thank you 
to everyone who has donated their old cloth-
ing to us over the years, it was good while it 
lasted! 

At Preschool preparations are underway for 

this year’s Christmas Show. The children are 

practising everyday and can’t wait to get on 

the stage. Each year we hold a Christmas 

Raffle tickets will be on sale soon. If you would 

like to buy a ticket to support your local pre-

school, please drop by anytime. Tickets cost 

£1 and we have lots of wonderful Christmas 

hampers to win.  

E: abbotskerswellpre-
school@hotmail.co.uk  

T: 07986519495 
W: abbotskerswellpreschool.org 



 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held Monday 
28tSeptember 2015 at Parish Rooms, Abbotskerswell  

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm  
 
Present Cllr R Whiffin (Vice-Chair), Cllr K Farrelly, Cllr Mrs 
W Grierson, Cllr Mrs M Colclough, Cllr B Chambers. 
 
In Attendance Mrs M Crompton (Allotments), 2 Members 
of the Public. 
 
Apologies for Absence – Cllr K Eales (Chairman), Cllr P 
Marino, D Cllr D Smith, Mr J Lewis (Tree Warden). 
 
Declarations of interest  
In the absence of the Chairman – Vice-Chairman - Cllr R 
Whiffin took the Chair for the meeting. 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – Monday 28th 
September 2015. 
Minutes of the Planning Meeting – Wednesday 14th 
October 2015. 
 
The above minutes have been distributed and read - 
proposed by Cllr Mrs W Grierson & seconded by Cllr B 
Chambers with all in agreement and duly signed by the 
Vice- Chairman – Cllr R Whiffin. 
 
Public Time (Limited to 15 Minutes)  
Police Report – no report given. 
Raymond manager of the new village store was in 

attendance, he confirmed that the store has applied 
for the Post Office. Deliveries - The Priory will be 
approached this week about reinstating deliveries and 
also anyone who is housebound needs to approach 
them regards deliveries. The Parish Council thanked 
him very much for attending and giving an update and 
a letter of support will be sent to the Post Office. 

 
Planning Applications & Decisions 
Applications received from Teignbridge District Council – 
none. 
Decisions Received from Teignbridge District Council  
 
Grant of Conditional Planning Permission – Application no 

15/01773/FUL – Mr S King – 23 Odelhill Grove – First 
floor extension over existing single storey extension on 
south east elevation and dormer window and single 
storey extension on north west elevation. 

Refusal of request for Prior Approval – Application no 
15/02168/NPA – Mr R Downs – Land at Totnes Road – 
Application for Prior Approval under Part 3 Class Q (a) 
& (b) and paragraph W of the GPDO for change of use 
of an agricultural building from agricultural use to a 
dwelling. 

 
Matters Arising 
Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr R Whiffin reported that they 

met with Stuart Todd consultant this week, the results 
of the questionnaires will be published on the website 
shortly, TDC are proving to be very helpful.  

Provision of a Bus Shelter in Wilton Way – some quotes 
will be sought for this 

Agreement to use new Parish Council logo on 
Correspondence and Minutes – carried forward to be 
discussed with the website.  

 
5)   Correspondence –  
E-mail from Beryl & Mike Veale – Re: Waste ground – The 

Parish Council is looking at a long term management 
plan for this land which will be discussed at the next 
meeting.  

E-Mail from Marie Neno – Barn Owl in Rew’s Field –this e-
mail to be referred to Steven Carroll at TDC and the 
Barn Owl Trust.  

Matters not requiring discussion placed in the folder to 
be circulated 
 
6)   Main Agenda 
a)  Report from County Cllr A Dewhirst – copy of report 

attached to the minutes.  
b)  Report from District Cllr M Colclough & District Cllr D 

Smith – Cllr Mrs M Colclough reported that the 2nd 
phase of the new refuse collection has been installed 
with the remaining homes in TDC being incorporated 
by November 2015.  

c)  Emergency Planning Committee report – Cllr K Farrelly 
reported last meeting saw a presentation from Rapid 
Relief a charity that provides support during a crisis.   

d) Abbotskerswell Recreation Association report – Cllr B 
Chambers reported - firework meeting held, all 
organised for the night now. Volunteers always 
welcome on the night.  Pavilion – Gas boiler to be 
serviced. 

e)  Allotments Report – Mrs M Crompton reported – water 
supply now turned off for the winter.  Water butts will 
be encouraged on all sheds, some plots have been 
halved which has encouraged younger people from 
the village with children to take them on. 

f)    P3 Report – nothing to report. 
g)    Village Hall Report – nothing to report. 
h)  Tree Warden Report – Mr John Lewis reported by e-

mail - No problems to my knowledge.  However just 
an observation. This year the autumn leaf fall is very 
early. Has anyone noticed  the ash trees are well 
ahead of others? I hope this is not an indication of 
weakened trees protecting themselves. 

i)  Reports from Parish Councillors of any external 
meetings or Committees. 

  1) TALC – nothing to report. 
  2) Stoneycombe Liasion – meeting this Wednesday 
j)  DCC, Highways, Potholes, Roads & Hedges – Great Oak 

Cross sign post is down. Kerbstone up by Mallands 
Meadow which could be a trip hazard.  Entrance to the 



2015 PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CONTACT POINTS 
 
(Chairman) Cllr K Eales 

9 Grange Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PJ,  
01626 331947 or kevin@eales.eu     

(Vice Chairman) Cllr R Whiffin 
The Coach House, Court Grange, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5NH 

01626 365626 or richardwhiffin@hotmail.com 
Cllr R Chambers (Chair ARA) 

3 Hillside Cottages, Totnes Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5NG 
01626 352651 or Bob-chambers@hotmail.co.uk 

District Cllr Mrs M Colclough 
1 Borthay Orchard, Abbotskerswell  

01626 367176 or mary@marycolclough.freeserve.co.uk 
Cllr K Farrelly (Chair Emergency Planning Group) 

8 The Orchard, Corn Park Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5QE  
01626 354956  or kevinfarrelly@hotmail.com 

Cllr P Marino (Chair—Planning) 
31 Wilton Way,Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PG 

01626 353889 or paul@jmarino.freeserve.co.uk 
Cllr Mrs W Grierson 

Abbotsford, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell  
01626 353701 or wendytq12@btinternet.com 

Cllr    Vacancy  
District Cllr D Smith 

Karinya, 9 Crockers Way, Ipplepen, TQ12 5QZ 
County Cllr Alistair Dewhirst 

Waterside, Dornafield Road,  Ipplepen, TQ12 5SG 
Clerk: Sharon Raggett 

34 Balland Park, Ashburton TQ13 7BE 
01364 654607 or sharon.raggett@sky.com 

 
 

Cider works road  breaking up. Street sweeping 
machine needed in the Village to clear up leaves.  

k)  Primary School Report – Cllr R Whiffin reported that all 
well at school 91 pupils started in September.   

l)  Volunteer Action Group. 
  1) Village Litter Pick – 5th March 2016 – this date has 

been put forward by Alistair Dewhirst  but an alternative 
date is being sought as this is Mother’s Day but the Parish 
Council are very keen to get this event off the ground.  

m) Website – The Parish Council agreed that the 
communications group will be known as the 
Communications Committee - a standing committee of the 
Parish Council. This will be added to Standing Orders at the 
May AGM. 

 The Parish Council agreed that we should follow the 
Transparency Code for smaller  councils as our precept 
level is below the £25k limit and to delegate responsibility 
for implementation on the web site to the 
Communications Group. The Council also agreed  to 
publish monthly expenditure details in the Council 
minutes, this has already started in this  month’s minutes. 
The Council approved the new logo to be used on all 
Council documents including notices,  letters, minutes 
and agendas together with the web site.  
The Council approved the, previously circulated, Terms of 
Reference for the Communications Committee. 
The Council discussed the establishment of a Parish 
Council Facebook page and Councillors  did not appear 
keen and were concerned about the risks. The Council is 
happy that this is investigated further including identifying 
the risks and how these will be mitigated and  reputational 
interests protected. The Council wish to review proposals 
and a draft page before going 'live'. 

n)   Consultations – nothing to report. 
Cheques for Signature/Finances   

Parish Council 
Cheque no 1229 = £20.00 – Petty Cash (Stamps). 
Cheque no 1230 = £50.00 – Devon Association of Local 
Councils (Cllrs Course). 
Cheque no 1231 = £369.00 – Clystnet Ltd (Village Website). 
Cheque no 1232 = £64.73 – Coast to Coast (Fire Extinguisher in 
Parish Rooms). 
Cheque no 1233 = £50.00 – Carl Bloxidge (Litter Pick October). 
Cheque no 1234 = £4,200 – Stuart Todd Associates 
(Consultancy for Neighbourhood Plan). 
Cheque no 1235 = £488.48 – Sharon Raggett (Clerks Wages 
October). 
Cheque no 1236 = £720.00 – Grant Thornton (Annual Audit). 
Cheque no 1237 = £167.50 – Kath Roscoe (Cleaning Oct). 
Abbotskerswell Recreation Association 
Cheque no 958 = £300.00 – Dave Collins (Float for Fireworks 
Night). 
Cheque no 959 = £50.00 – ARA Draw Oct 
Cheque no 960 = £20.00 – ARA Draw Oct 
Cheque no 961 = £5.00 – ARA Draw Oct 
Cheque no 962 = £5.00 – ARA Draw Oct 
Cheque no 963 = £5.00 – ARA Draw Oct 
Cheque no 964 = £5.00 – ARA Draw Oct 
Bank Balances 

ARA Account Balance October 2015 = £4,286.50 
Village Events Account - £138.83 (held within ARA 
Account) 
Parish Council Bank Balance September 2015 = 
£32,490.51 
P3 = £700.00 (held within Parish Council Account) 
Cheques proposed by Cllr Mrs M Colclough and 
seconded by Cllr Mrs W Grierson with all in agreement.  
Any Items to go onto next Parish Council meeting 

Agenda.  
ARA Draw – October 2015 
£50.00 – 967 – Dave Turner – 37 Wilton Way 
£20.00 – 407 – Mrs Stacey – 21 Grange Road 
£5.00 – 387 – Mrs Drawbridge – 7 The Paddocks 
£5.00 – 844 – Mr D Jones – 4 Court Road 
£5.00 – 178 – Mrs P Adair – 14 Wilton Way 
£5.00 – 279 – Mrs Bedward – 1 South View 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 
8.25pm  
Next Parish Council Meeting Abbotskerswell Parish 
Rooms – Monday 30th November 2015 @ 7.30pm. 
ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO HAS SPECIAL 
NEEDS AND REQUIRES A COPY   OF THESE MINUTES 
SENT TO THEM – PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK – 01364 
654607 

Note: These minutes are subject to approval at the 
respective Parish Council meeting 
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A primary catalyst for a change in interest rates is the control of inflation. Mortgage repayments 
form part of the inflation statistics, and the housing market is a key consideration for the Bank of 
England when determining interest rates.  
 
Rising interest rates can be used to help to cool demand if the market appears to be overheating, 
because higher mortgage costs can help to deter people from moving. 
 
If you believe interest rates are likely to rise – or simply prefer the certainty of knowing how much 
you will be paying each month – a fixed-rate mortgage can help you plan. Your repayments will be 
set for an agreed period of time and will therefore not be vulnerable to interest rate rises – 
although you will also not benefit from cuts. Another possibility is a capped-rate mortgage, which 
means not only will your rate not increase above a specific level but also you will receive the benefit 
of any cuts. Either way, once the agreed period finishes, the mortgages will revert to the bank's 
standard variable rate. 
 
As mortgages are held over long periods of time, even minor changes in repayments can add up to 
substantial sums over time. It is therefore always worth discussing a new mortgage with your 
financial adviser once a discount or lock-in period has ended. 
 
If you are a saver, rising rates is good news, as higher rates mean higher income. However, some 
banks are slow to pass on increases so you should ensure you are enjoying the best deal and 
perhaps consider a move if you are not. A reduction in rates, however, means a reduction in 
income. Similarly, therefore, it is worth keeping an eye on alternative deals or bonus options in 
order to maximise your return. 
 
Interest rates also have an impact on those buying an annuity because they lock you into a long-
term income stream based on current rate expectations. Rises are therefore generally good news, 
while cuts tend to be less well received. However, there are many different options for those 
heading into retirement so the best idea is to seek expert advice. 
 
Please contact David Hedge on 01626 360654 should you require professional financial advice or 

email him on dave@hedgelands.co 

Please note: Your home may be repossessed  if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage 

A change in interest rates is likely to turn many people’s thoughts to their 

mortgage interest payments. Most mortgage repayments tend to be varia-

ble, so the amount you pay will fluctuate as base rates change. 



ORGANISATIONS IN ABBOTSKERSWELL 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

Twinned with Le Pre d' Auge & Les Monceaux in 
Normandy. Visit & host twinning friends' alternate years. 
Members meet for a Social evening & supper. Middle of 
each month usually in Church House. Contact: Sandra 
Eales 331947 or Rosemary Whiffin 365626 

Ladies Badminton Session 

Tuesday evenings 8.00-9.30 p.m. Village Hall. Contact 
Marilyn Whitefoot 361275 

Abbotskerswell W.I. 

Church House 2nd Tuesday of the month 7pm. W.I for the 
woman of today. Make new friends, have a good time, 
learn new skills. Wl meet for talks & demonstrations on 
anything from gardening to computers, they also organise 
outings & get involved in the community. Contact: 
Christine Lewis 01626 351378 

AbbPast 

Church House at 7.30pm on the second Monday of every 
month. Speakers on historical topics both local and furher 
afield. Contact: Pete Wade 01626 366032 

Church House 

Hall and full kitchen facilities with central heating and 
flexible lighting available to book.  

Also see under www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk. 

Contact: Mik Wordsworth 01626 352279 

Abbotskerswell Singers 

The choir meets for rehearsals at Church House every 
Wednesday from 7:30-9:00pm. Anyone over the age of 
16yrs who is interested in the possibility of joining is 
welcome to come along preferably after contacting the 
Chairman or Musical Director. Main concerts are at 
Christmas and late May/early June. Contact: Andrew Rose 
01626-351886. 

Abbotskerswell Netball Club 

Training every Monday 7.30-8.30 Abbotskerswell 
Recreation Area court - £1 a session. Contact: Mandy 
Henwood 01626 364080. 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 

Players of all ages and abilities welcome. We run 3 Devon 
League sides on Saturdays, a Sunday league side and also 
play friendly sides, with training on Tuesday nights from April. 
Colts coaching for boys and girls from 6 upwards takes place 
on Friday nights from 6:00pm. Colts teams from Under 10 to 
Under 17 play in local leagues. Contact Paul Mitchell 07778-
017326 or  Richard Codd 07774-658464 for details.  

South Devon Model Railway Society 

Meet every Thursday from 7:30pm upstairs at Church House. 
We have working layouts in OO and N scale where members 
can run their own models. Refreshments available. Contact 
John Whitehead on 01626 361997  

Emergency Planning Group 

In the event of flooding we have appointed Dave Wilds as the 
Flood Warden for the village. Should you require any help, or 
sandbags to protect your property, then please contact Dave 
on: 01626355541 or 07779 685788 

Abbotskerswell Bridge Club 

We meet at the Village Hall on Thursday at 6.45 pm. This is a 
friendly club which offers a warm welcome. Contact David 
Carpenter 01803 392581 or Cathy Lee 01626 779147 

Parish Rooms 

To book the rooms please contact Lynn Howard on 351564.  

 

USEFUL TIMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Hospital Visiting and Opening Times: 
TORBAY:  Visiting usually 14:00 - 16:30 & 18:30 to 20:00 
Some wards may vary. Please check here: 
http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes 
or phone: 0300 456 8000 (local rate) or 01803 614567 
NEWTON ABBOT: Phone 01626 324500 
Minor Injuries Unit: 08:00 am - 10:00 pm, every day 

CHIP VAN  Outside Central@Model Stores - Mon 4.30pm-6pm                     

Central @ MODEL STORES Tel: 01626 333387 
   Open 7 days a week  6am - 10pm 

Nearest Post Office services can be found in  

Ipplepen, Kingskerswell and Newton Abbot. 

Bins - 7.00am Wednesdays - 

(recycling boxes will be collected by different vehicles) 

Any queries ring Teignbridge Services 01626215838 or 

www.teignbridge.gov.uk 

 

To save confusion on Bin Day mark your bins and boxes with your 

house name/number to ensure they are returned to you 

British Telecom Faults           151 

Electricity Western Power    08456 012989 

Gas       0800   317960 

Water      0800   378937 

Street Lighting     08705 561851 

Teignbridge Council        01626 361101 

Clerk to Parish Council    01364 644109 

Parish Tree Warden     01626 351378 

Dog Warden      01626 215881 

Crimestoppers     0800   555111 

Samaritans      01803 299999 

Torbay Hospital     01803 614567 

Newton Abbot Hospital               01626 324500 

RSPCA                                                                   0300 1234 999  

Devon Bus Enquiry Line    01392 382800 

Country Bus Enquiry Line    01626 833664 

National Express Coach    08705 808080 

Rail Information     08457 484950 

Northcott Theatre, Exeter    01392 493493 

Theatre Royal, Plymouth    01752 267222 

English Riviera Centre    01803 299992 

Alexandra Cinema     08712 303200 

NA Leisure Centre      01626 215640 

Brownies, Maggie Lambourn   01803 812717 

Locksmith      01626 211153 

Kevin Farrelly               01626 354956

(Chairman of Emergency Planning Committee) 

Citizens Advice Line     01626203141
(Open - Mon Tues Weds Fri 9.30am-3.00pm) 

 

SCHOOLS 

Primary School, Abbotskerswell   01626 353605 

Coombeshead College    01626 201800 

Newton Abbot College    01626 367335 

Torquay Boys’ Grammar School   01803 615501 

Torquay Girls’ Grammar School   01803 613215 

St Cuthbert Mayne School    01803 328725 

 

 

 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes


Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

ABBOTSKERSWELL TWINNING ASSOCIATION – PIG RACE 
 

Place your bets, ready for the off and cheer on your pigs – 
not real ones but little fluffy pink pigs – as they race down 
the track! Pig racing came to the Village Hall last week at 
the invitation of Abbotskerswell Twinning Association. It’s 
hard to believe how such a large crowd could get so 
excited but everyone entered in to the spirit of the evening 
waiting expectantly to see if they would be collecting their 
winnings from the tote for their pound stakes. The 
occasion was driven along by the energetic Ady Byng who 
spent the whole two hours in character as a wurzel singing 
along to songs by Adge Cutler and the Wurzels and some 
other well known songs. He brought his own vibrancy to 
the build up to each race and ensured all present were 
highly entertained. 
 
Before the races began Bay Hog Roast provided excellent 

baps full of succulent pork, crackling, stuffing and apple 
sauce served along with salads and later puddings supplied 
by Twinning members. Rumours that one of the racing pigs 
was lined up to provide the food were unfounded and be 
assured no animals were hurt in the presentation of this 
evening! 
 
In addition we welcomed Tim Hughes representing the 
PTA of the Primary School selling raffle tickets for a grand 
array of prizes donated by both PTA and Twinning 
members. £106 was raised from the raffle which was all 
donated to the school to support the French school link 
project. A group of children are going to Le Pre d’Auge 
next summer the first of which we hope will be an annual 
exchange between the two countries. 
 
Many thanks to all who supported the event and let’s hear 
you all shout ‘Oooh…Aaah’. 

 

 

Village Hall AGM – 8th December 2015 – 7:00pm 
 
I can report that the Village Hall AGM will be held on Tues-
day 8th December 2015 at 7:00pm.  
 
If you or your group are regular Village Hall users or are rec-
ognised in the Trust Constitution, we ask you to consider 
whether members of your group would join the Village Hall 
Committee as a representative.  
 
We meet once a month on the third Tuesday of the month 
to manage Village Hall business and plan future develop-
ments.  
 
Please could you reply in writing or email your nominations 
to me by Thursday 1st December.   
 

Finally, you will be aware that our splendid new floor is now 
down and your Trustees are pleased with the results. It has 
taken over a year to utilise the £5,000 TDC grant funding 
which was needed to complement the capital monies ac-
crued for this work.  
 
But we are not resting on our laurels because improvements 
remain to be done and a programme of works is already be-
ing planned for 2016. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Cat Buckle 
07739 427484 
catbuckle@hotmail.co.uk 

Village Hall Voice 

Here’s the good news you’ve all been waiting for. Tickets are on 
sale for our Christmas concerts so don’t be disappointed and buy 
now. The concerts are taking place twice on WEDNESDAY 16 
DECEMBER and SATURDAY 19 DECEMBER to allow as many as 
possible to attend. They will both be in St Mary’s Church 
Abbotskerswell starting at 7:30pm on both.  
 
The concert will include a varied selection of Christmas music, 
some traditional and some modern, well known carols for 
everyone to join in and a surprise (he hasn’t even told us yet what 
it is) organ solo piece by Wyn Turner. All will be conducted by our 
Musical Director Michael Roberts. Afterwards there will be mulled 
wine and mince pies served in Church House.  

All this for just £5! What better way to get into the Christmas 
spirit! 
 
Tickets are on sale from choir members, me or at Central (Model) 
Stores. 
 
If you can’t make either date but want to hear us then why not try 
to get tickets direct from The Priory where we are performing to 
the residents on Wednesday 9 December at 7:45pm. 
 
Andrew Rose (Chairman) 01626-351886 

Abbotskerswell Singers 



TWINNER’S PIG RACING EVENT AT THE VILLAGE HALL 2015 


