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MAY DAY 
CELEBRATIONS 

Monday 2nd MAY 
Open 10am—4pm 

Abbotskerswell Village Hall 
 

CRAFT FAIR 

MAYPOLE DANCING

BEAUTIFUL TEA ROOM & TREATS 
 

To book a Craft Stall please email:  
parentsteachersandfriendsabbotskerswell@hotmail.com 

 
Proceeds go to Abbotskerswell Primary School 

The Queen’s 90th Birthday Street Party 
Sunday 12th June 2pm5pm 

 
Over the years we have had a few events like this which 

have been great fun,  
some in sunshine and others in rain!! 

 

We’d love as many of you as possible to enjoy  
this family day of fun, games and music  

 

 

Come along to sign up and collect your FREE ticket  
( to exchange for something from the BBQ ) 

on 
Friday 13th May from 2-30 pm till 5-30 pm 

or Contact 
Lyn at modelstores@btconnect.com 
Wendy at wendytq12@btinternet.com 

Viv at mrcpbell@talktalk.net 



 

 

Dear Reader 
 

There’s a lot going on this month and throughout the 
summer. The May Day Celebrations on the first Bank 
Holiday Monday and the Open Gardens Weekend at 
the end of the month. 
 

Following these events we have the Queen’s Birthday 
Street Party in June which should be great fun and the 
Annual Garden Show in August with your pull-out 
programme in the centre of this issue. 
 

I hope you can support a least some of these events 
and look forward to meeting you there. 

Ann Allen 
AbbTalk Editor 
 

annallen1000@gmail.com / 01626 330965 

 
Next deadline: 
Advertisements and Articles – May 15th 

The AbbTalk Association Committee:  

Ann Allen  Editor (annallen1000@gmail.com) 

Kevin Eales Chairman & Village Hall Representative 
 (kevin@eales.eu) 

Carol Bickley  Treasurer & Advertorial Manager 
 (clbickley50@gmail.com) 

Felicity House  Secretary & AbbPast Representative 
(felicitygh@aol.com) 

Andrew Rose  Abbotskerswell Singers and 
 Abbotskerswell Cricket Club Representative 

(aprose53@hotmail.com) 

Peter Bickley 

John Whitehead Pictorial Editor  
 (jw1950ak@aol.com) 

Tim Collins  Church Representative 
 (tpandme@btinternet.com) 

ABBOTSKERSWELL OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND 
 

Most of the winter may have been mild, February and March were cold and 
gardens stayed mostly in hibernation. However, things are warming up, the 
grass is growing and the owners of the seven gardens, together with the 
allotment holders, have started to prepare for their Open Gardens Weekend. 

2016 will be the ninth year that the village has taken part in the National 
Gardens Scheme. This year, the gardens and the allotments will be open on 

Saturday and Sunday 28/29 May (not the 
bank holiday Monday). The gardens, including 
a new one for 2016, from large to small, 
traditional to modern, something for all 
tastes, with lots of interest for both keen 
gardeners and those who admire them. 

As usual, Church House will be open on both days for brilliant teas, cakes 
etc. At several of the gardens, there will be additional attractions of plant, 
book and produce sales. 

The National Gardens Scheme is now approaching its ninetieth year. In the 
last ten years alone it has raised more than £25 million for the charities it 
supports. It is the largest single donor to Macmillan Cancer Support, for 
which it has raised almost £15 million and Marie Curie Cancer Care, almost 

£7million. Every penny of the admission price goes to charity – none goes to the gardeners and the scheme’s 
running cost are met through sponsorship. 
 

Put the date in your diary now! 

Good with figures; Good with people? 

After two years’ splendid service, our current financial 
administrator is retiring. 

AbbTalk now requires a volunteer to help with 
financial administration tasks: 

 To produce monthly profit and loss and balance 
sheets 

 To work with AbbTalk Chairman and Editor on 
customer relationship management 

 To administer bank deposits and withdrawals 

Please call me on 01626 330965 

mailto:Manager-(clbickley50@gmail.com
mailto:Manager-(clbickley50@gmail.com
mailto:felicitygh@aol.com
mailto:aprose53@hotmail.com
mailto:jw1950ak@aol.com


 

 

Priest: Revd John Leonard Tel. 01803 873006  
Parish Office:  Kingskerswell Parish Church Office 
  Church End Road 
  Kingskerswell TQ12 5DL 
Church Warden  Pam Wakeham Tel: 07526 470080  
Reader Tim Collins Tel: 01626 365139 
  (email tpandme@btinternet.com) 

Please note our website: www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 

Annual Meeting 

The parish church annual meeting was held on 14th 

April in the church – very much our AGM! There was a 

good turnout for the meeting. Reports were received 

from a number of people, but I guess the most 

important were the treasurer’s, the vicar’s and the 

churchwardens. 

The general state of play with regards to finances is 

that we once again fully paid our Common Share – the 

money that goes to the central diocesan ‘bank’ and 

which, as its name suggests, is then spread out across 

all parishes to pay for clergy, support services and 

other essential activities and people. We have never 

failed to pay – even though the congregation numbers 

are gradually decreasing and the requested ‘share’ is 

ever increasing. Last year the ‘share’ we paid was just 

under £20,000 – and that’s before we find the money 

to keep St Mary’s and the surrounding grounds in a 

good state of repair. We know that we will have to 

work hard again this year to ensure that we remain on 

a firm financial footing. 

Pam Wakeham was elected as churchwarden for 

another year, and in her report Pam gave thanks for 

the dedicated teams of volunteers who work hard to 

maintain all aspects of the church, its building and its 

services. We know that visitors often remark how 

clean and tidy and welcoming the church is – but this 

is only achieved by a lot of ‘behind-the-scenes’ hard 

work. Pam also said what others were feeling that 

Revd Gill Still’s leaving was a great loss to the church 

and to the wider village 

Revd John Leonard acknowledged that the years ahead 

will be difficult, with parish responsibilities now being 

picked up by him – along with those of Kingskerswell and 

Coffinswell. He recognises that his duties can only be 

effectively discharged with the help of a great many 

other people – both lay and ordained, and he gave very 

deep thanks for the support he receives. But he also 

highlighted the need for us all to let go of dearly held 

‘idols’ in order to enable the churches in the benefice to 

grow together and successfully meet the vision of the 

Diocese, which states that: 

We seek to be people who together are: 

 Growing in prayer 

 Making new disciples 

 Serving the people in Devon with Joy 

Tim Collins (Reader and Ordinand) 

 

Upcoming Events 

A ‘heads-up’ for some events around the corner: 

Sunday 12th June Service of Celebration for Her 

Majesty the Queen’s 90th 

birthday (more details in soon).  

Sunday 26th June  The 3rd Annual Duck Race 

 

Supporting Others 

A significant number of people are being visited 

regularly by church members. We will continue to do 

all that we can to meet the needs of others, during the 

time of being without a dedicated priest in the village. 

Those who visit in people’s homes do so with the 

authority and support of the parish church and will 

pass to Revd John Leonard any additional spiritual 

support that might be needed. 

If you know of anyone who would welcome a visit at 

home because they are not well enough to seek their 

own support, then please contact Pam Wakeham, 

Church Warden. 

St Mary’s Church 

mailto:tpandme@btinternet.com
http://www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk


 

 

Sunday Lunch 1pm – 1st Sunday of the month; 

Church House 

Since 2007, an enthusiastic band of workers have 

been providing lunch for people on the first Sunday of 

each month at Church House. This was the vision of 

Revd Gill Still, who recognised that for many people 

Sundays can be a little challenging. They may be on 

their own, or just find the effort of making Sunday 

lunch just one thing too much in a week.  

Since then four different teams of eight willing and 

talented volunteers have prepared, cooked and 

served over 3000 traditional Sunday roasts, with 

organic, locally sourced meat and vegetables, and a 

further six teams of sweet-toothed connoisseurs have 

provided a choice of delicious puddings. The 

suggested donation is £6, with any profits being 

reinvested in Church House facilities, and as such have 

contributed to new chairs, a dishwasher and a 

refurbished kitchen. 

If you would like to come along for a meal, please 

contact Pat Mackness 01626 353529 

Regular events 

Tues 10.00am  Coffee Morning Church House 

Please remember that Church House is open every 

Tuesday from 10–11.30am for Coffee, Tea, Squash 

and wonderful cakes. All ages are always welcome 

and a good time is had by all. 

Wed 6.30pm: Bell Ringers 

 Contact: Johanna Westgate 01626 364652 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to our worship. 

 

1st Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Holy Communion  

(Book of Common Prayer – BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting 

about 40 minutes. 

10am  Eucharist (Common Worship – CW) 

A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – using 

contemporary language, lasting about an hour. 

 

2nd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting 

about 40 minutes. 

9am  Fresh & Early – Church House 

An informal, contemporary service aimed at families 

and those who have little experience of formal church 

services and lasts about ¾ of an hour.  

10am  Morning Prayer (CW) 

A non-Eucharist service that lasts about an hour. 

 

3rd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting 

about 40 minutes. 

10am  Eucharist (CW) 

A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – 

lasting about an hour. 

 

4th Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting 

about 40 minutes. 

10am  Parish Praise 

A non-communion informal service using contemporary 

language and music lasting about 40 minutes. 

 

5th Sunday of the Month 

On the 5th Sunday of the month there will be no 

services at Abbotskerswell. There will be a joint 

Eucharist for the three parishes of Abbotskerswell, 

Coffinswell and Kingskerswell and this will take place 

at 10.30am at Kingskerswell Parish Church.  

 

(Eucharist services are also available at Coffinswell 

9am; and Kingskerswell 10.30am.) We also have a 

number of occasional services throughout the year 

which are advertised at Church House and 

throughout the village. 



 

 



 

 

Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell, Tel: 01626 333387 
 

Now managed by Chris, assisted by Sue, Belinda, Trevor and Jim 
 

Open from 7.00am to 8.00pm every day for all your 
 

 Fresh bread, rolls and pastries, plus hot pasties and slices 
 Wide selection of cakes and biscuits 
 Fruit and vegetables 
 Tinned and dry goods 
 Beers, ciders, wines and spirits 
 Newspapers, magazines and greetings cards 
 Large selection of chocolate and crisps 
 Cigarettes, cigars and tobacco 
 Milk (including Organic) 
 Chilled soft drinks 
 Frozen foods and ice cream 

 

Your friendly local store 

Abbotskerswell Singers 
Get your tickets for our next concert NOW. This year 
we are going for a mid-week concert on our usual 
rehearsal night in the hope that more of you will be 
able to attend. The concert is on WEDNESDAY 1 JUNE 
starting at 7:30pm in the Village Hall. There will be 
refreshments available and a full programme of 
music for all tastes all for the bargain rate of £5. 
Tickets are available in Central Stores or from me as 
of 1st May. 
 
The choir has been practising extra hard for this 
concert. Added responsibility has fallen on members 
shoulders following the withdrawal of some of our 
number due to ill health. The flu or chesty throat 
virus has affected a few choirs in the area and we 
have been no exception. It has left some of our 
singers short of breath struggling with their voices so 

that sadly they have been unable to sing. However 
MD Michael Roberts and Accompanist Wyn Turner 
have stayed fighting fit and have worked us hard to 
ensure we provide an entertaining concert. 
 
We shall be performing a wide range of songs from 
different periods in history up to the present time 
seeking to capture the way music has impacted on 
the lives of people through the ages. The programme 
includes works by Tallis, Handel and Beethoven to 
more modern songs such as “Blowing in the Wind”, 
“Moon River” and “Where have all the flowers gone” 
with much more besides. This is not an opportunity 
to be missed. 
 
Andrew Rose (01626-351886) 



 

 

 

Superior Transport Limited 
Service Hours 24/7 

LOCAL COURIER 

Lee Seaborn 

Wilton Way, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PG 
superiortransport247@hotmail.com 

Tel. 07479 039762 / 07447 917066 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tree Care Specialist 

Hedge Trimming & Pruning 

Tree Surgery & Felling 

Logs & Wood Chip Delivered 

Stump Removal 

 
 

Fully Insured  Free Estimates & Advice 
 

 

Rob Ewers 

Tel: 01626 201189  or  

07878265631 

robewers61@gmail.com   

Seager 
Garden Services 

RHS Trained 
Professional & Reliable 

Family Business 
Established 1997 

 

Available for one off jobs,  
contracting and  

regular maintenance   
 

Weeding & Grass cutting 
Hedges & Tree Surgery 
Maintenance & Pruning 

Pressure Washing 
Clearance & Restoration 

General Tidying 
 

Free quote call Julian Seagers  
01803 875260 

Luxury bed and breakfast  
with three individually styled  

en-suite rooms from  
£81 per night. 

 
Mark and Liz Lamport 
Bulleigh Barton Manor 
Ipplepen, Newton Abbot 

Devon, TQ12 5UA 
www.escapetosouthdevon.co.uk 

01803 873411 

“A country house  

B&B in the heart of 

South Devon.” 

When contacting advertisers 
please mention AbbTalk 

     COMMUNITY SINGING, Newton Abbot 

Fun singing groups with no auditions. 

Pay as you go! 

Shower singers and seasoned singers welcome! 

Newton Gospel Group Wednesdays 7.30-9pm £5 

Newton Community Choir Thursdays 7.30-9pm £5 

FIRST SESSION FREE! 

Both groups held at 

The Avenue Church (small hall), Newton Abbot 

 

www.communitysinging.co.uk 

Megan 07865 779977 

http://www.escapetosouthdevon.co.uk/
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  mail@carrickjohnson.com  

Visit our website: www.carrickjohnson.com 
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AbbPast : The History Group of  Abbotskerswell 

ABBPAST APRIL MEETING 
Lost Devon 

Felicity Goodall was making her first visit to 
Abbotskerswell, and therefore to AbbPast, to give a 
talk on lost historical relics of Devon; this was based 
on her book of the same title. As a preface to her talk 
she explained that all the money she raises from her 
talks goes to the Thone Htet Kyaung Monastery 
School in Rangoon; this is a home for orphans and 
street children in Burma. 
 
Felicity gave us six varied examples of lost Devon 
artefacts beginning with the lost library of Bishop 
Leofric of Exeter. His 70 book library from around 
AD1050 seems to have been dispersed, possibly to 
the Bodleian in Oxford, although the treasured 
‘Exeter Book’ of Saxon stories was saved for the city. 
Moving in a totally different direction we learned of 
Devon’s rabbit warrening, in man-made mounds 
called pillow mounds. Rabbits were once regarded as 
high status creatures and specially bred, the first 
written references to warrening refer to Devon.  
 
In Felicity’s bright and chirpy way we were told of 
Rudyard Kipling’s early days at one of the first 
colleges for possible gentleman officers, this was the 

United Services College at Westward Ho which 
disappeared around 1906. Then it was the turn of the 
Devonport built HMS Foudroyant, reputed to be 
Nelson’s favourite ship, which was saved from the 
clutches of a German scrap yard and also the 
handmade paper industry of Tuckenhay Mill.  
 
She finished her talk, with assistance of the audience, by 
telling the story of Brunel’s ill-fated atmospheric railway 
from Exeter to Newton Abbot. It was seen by Brunel as 
an alternative to heavy steam locomotives to tackle the 
hills of the Devon railway. The time lacked the necessary 
technology to make the project successful, with leather 
flaps for the pipes proving inadequate.  
 
Felicity is a broadcaster and author and she showed 
both in an entertaining and informative talk much 
enjoyed by the members. Our next meeting is on  
9 May at 7.30 in Church House when our talk will be 
on “The Romanian Royal Family" delivered by 
AbbPast member Steve Brooks. Our topics are always 
diverse and interesting so why not give it a go and 
join us for the evening? Everyone is welcome: come 
as a visitor and see what we have to offer. 
 
Look at website, www.abbpast.co.uk, and find out 
what we are up to. 

VILLAGE CLUBS 

As part of our research for the four booklet history of 
the village that we are writing we would love to hear 
from anybody who remembers being in any of the 
village clubs and activities. Can you help with any of 
these queries? 

 Were you a member of the Brownies or went to 
the Klub? 

 When did the Badminton club stop playing 
leagues? 

 What was the Girl's Friendly Society in the 1940s? 

 Can you tell us what the village dances and whist 
drives were like? 

 Did you go to St Mary's Social Club in Church 
House? 

Any other activities from any period of history, for 
that is what it is, we would love to hear from you. 
 
Thank you 
 
Pete Wade 
01626 366032 
pjw52@live.co.uk 

mailto:pjw52@live.co.uk


 

 

Saturday 6th August 2016 

Abbotskerswell Village Hall Trust 

37th Annual Garden Show 
Open to residents of Abbotskerswell, The Priory  

and pupils attending Abbotskerswell Primary or Pre-Schools only 

All exhibits to be in the Hall by 9.30am 
All exhibitors to leave the Hall by 10.00am 

Judging to start at 10.30am 

Show opens:  2.30pm 
Admission:  Adults 1.00p  Children 50p 

 

Cups & Trophies to be won 
 

1 Best Horticultural Exhibit in the show 
2 Best Exhibit in Vegetables 
3 Best Exhibit in Carrots 
4 Best Exhibit in Fruit 
5 Best Exhibit in Roses (Classes 29‒31) 
6 Best Exhibit in Cut Flowers (Classes 29‒41) 
7 Best Fuchsia Exhibit  
8 Best Pot Plant Exhibit (Classes 42‒47) 
9 Best Exhibit in Floral Art (Classes 48‒53) 
10 Best Fruit Cake 
11 Best Victoria Sandwich 
12 Best Pasties 
13 Abbotskerswell's Young Cook 
14 Best Exhibit in Home Economics 
15 Best Knitted Item 
16 Best Limerick 
17 Best Exhibit in Craft 
18 Best Exhibit in Children's Section ‒ Classes 84‒94 (under 11 yrs) 
19 Best Exhibit in Children's Section ‒ Classes 84‒94 (11‒15yrs)  
20 Best Edible Item Grown in a 20cm/8" Pot ‒ Class 94 
21 Best Exhibit in School Section (Classes 95‒103) 
22 Best Hanging Basket 
23 Best Kept Allotment or Vegetable Garden 
24 Best Kept Small Flower Garden 
25 Best Kept Large Flower Garden 
26 Best Wildlife Garden 
27 Most Points in Vegetable Classes 
28 Most Points in Cut Flower Classes 
29 Most Points in Floral Art Classes 
30 Most Points in Home Economics Classes 
31 Most Points in Craft Classes 
32 Most Points in Children's Classes (84‒94) 
33 Most Points in One Family 

 

ONLY ONE ENTRY PER CLASS 
 

All entries in classes 1‒47 must be owned by Exhibitor for at least 2 months 
Prize giving at 4pm 

No exhibit to be removed before 4.30pm 
 

The Committee wish to thank all sponsors who have supported the show so generously. 



 

 

 TOTAL SPONSORSHIP GIVEN BY SPONSOR'S NAME 

Vegetable & Fruit Classes 
1 Collection of Five Vegetables (see back page) Mr & Mrs D Weeks £10.00 
2 Four White Potatoes Mr D Winter £5.00 
3 Four Coloured Potatoes Mr D & Mrs K Beare £25.00 
4 Five Runner Beans Mr & Mrs C Bloxidge £10.00 
5 Five Dwarf Beans Mr Norman Booth (Stonemason) £5.00 
6 Five Pods of Peas Mr & Mrs P Booth £10.00 
7 One Cucumber (ridge or greenhouse) M Border & M Collins £5.00 
8 One Lettuce Mr A Bowhay £10.00 
9 Three Tomatoes Mr & Mrs Wheeleker £20.00 
10 Five Bush Tomatoes Mr J & Mrs C Lewis £10.00 
11 One Truss of Tomatoes (Any Colour) Mr R & Mrs S Chambers £5.00 
12 Three Beetroot (Stalks trimmed to 3") Mrs H Clements £10.00 
13 Three Onions Mr N & Mrs M Colclough £45.00 
14 Five Shallots Mr T & Mrs M Collins £10.00 
15 Six Pickling Onions BDS Solutions Ltd £20.00 
16 One Marrow (under 15") Mr & Mrs D DeFriend £20.00 
17 Three Carrots (Stalks trimmed to 3") Mr K & Mrs C Shaw £5.00 
18 Three Courgettes (Max length 6") Mr A & Mrs C Farley £20.00 
19 Three Sticks of Rhubarb Mr I & Mrs H Duncan £5.00 
20 Three Varieties of Herb (2 stems of each) Mr B Ford £20.00 
21 Largest Tomato ***New Mr & Mrs J Gait £5.00 
22 One of Any Other Named Vegetable (not named above) Mr P & Mrs G George £20.00 
23 Four Cooking Apples Mrs B Williams £15.00 
24 Four Eating Apples Mr & Mrs D Hedge £10.00 
25 Eight Blackberries with Stalks Mr & Mrs B Hedger £20.00 
26 Eight Gooseberries W S Howard & Son £5.00 
27 Eight Raspberries Mr G & Mrs J Kendall £25.00 
28 Plate of Any Other Named Fruit (not named above) Mrs W Wynn £5.00 
 

Flowers & Pot Plants (All cut flowers to be staged in vases) 
29 Three Stems of Hybrid Tea Roses Mr D & Mrs J Bellotti £20.00 
30 One Floribunda Rose Mallands Residential Home £10.00 
31 One Named Rose Central@Model Stores £5.00 
32 Six Stems of Garden Flowers (2 Stems of a kind) Mr & Mrs D Munden £20.00 
33 Three Dahlias Dr K & Mrs Ferguson £20.00 
34 Three Pompon Dahlias (aka Pompom) N Walters Plants (Mr Nigel Walters) £10.00 
35 One Specimen Dahlia Mrs M Sayers £5.00 
36 Six Fuchsia Heads (displayed on a board) Ms E Goodman £10.00 
37 Six Pansy Heads (displayed on a board) Mr N & Mrs P Simmons £10.00 
38 Three Hydrangea Heads Mr J & Mrs J Vowles £10.00 
39 Three Gladioli Mr I & Mrs P Preston £5.00 
40 One Specimen Gladioli Academy of Floral Art (Julie Collins) £10.00 
41 Five Sweet Peas  Mrs B Gates £10.00 
42 Pot Fuchsia  Mr L & Mrs M Gibbs £10.00 
43 Orchid Pot Plant Dunns Building Services £10.00 
44 Pot Plant ‒ max pot 7" Dove Meadow Marine £10.00 
45 Pot Plant ‒ over 7" pot In Stitches (Valerie Barber) £10.00 
46 Pot Fern Mr D & Mrs S Emery £25.00 
47 Cactus Mrs S Hart & Mr F Beer £10.00 
 

Floral Art 
48 Arrangement in an Unusual Container Mrs J Brook £5.00 
49 Contemporary Arrangement to Include 3 Blooms Mr D & Mrs C Jones £10.00 
50 Arrangement to Celebrate Queen's 90th Birthday ***New Manas Injection £10.00 
51 Vertical Arrangement (max 18"/45cm high) Mr P & Mrs W Grierson £15.00 
52 Table Decoration  RACAW Ltd £20.00 
53 Miniature Arrangement (max 4"x4") Mr M & Mrs D Neu £10.00 
 

ALL EXHIBITS ENTERED FREE OF CHARGE (See last page) 
 

Prize Money ‒ FIRST £3.00  SECOND £2 and THIRD £1 



 

 

Home Economics ‒ classes 58‒67 to be displayed on paper plates 
54 Jar of Marmalade Tony Lucketti ‒ A & P Property Services £10.00 
55 Jar of Fruit Jam Mr & Mrs P Vanstone £10.00 
56 Jar of Lemon Curd Mrs Manda Farrelly £25.00 
57 Jar of Chutney C & O Engineering  £20.00 
58 Fruit Cake (Recipe overleaf) Mr & Mrs G Field £10.00 
59 Victoria Sandwich Mr P & Mrs S Leggett £10.00 
60 6 Decorated Cup Cakes ‒ Young Cook's (Under 15s) Mr P & Mrs S Taverner £5.00 
61 Lemon Drizzle Cake David Wilds Garden Maintence  £5.00 
62 Four Chocolate Brownies Abbotskerswell Veterinary Centre £20.00 
63 Coffee & Walnut Cake ‒ *** Men only Mr I & Mrs Drawbridge £10.00 
64 Two Shortcrust Pasties Mr D & Mrs S Clements £10.00 
65 Four White Bread Rolls Paul Marino (Dunn Marino Associates) £10.00 
66 Four Cheese Scones Mr K & Mrs S Eales £25.00 
67 A Cake for the Queen ***New Mr & Mrs D Hawkes £10.00 
68 Loaf of Bread ***New Dr B & Mrs Henwood £20.00 
69 Bottle of Homemade Liqueur JN Building Services £25.00 
 

Craft Classes (All exhibits to be made by exhibitor and not previously entered in show) 
70 Oil Painting or Acrylic Miss A Judd £5.00 
71 Water Colour or Pastels Mr & Mrs T Toliday £10.00 
72 Collage (any subject) ***New Mr & Mrs R Neal £10.00 
73 Framed Cross Stitch TNW Financial Services Ltd  £25.00 
74 Self-decorated Pot ***New Mr A & Mrs J Rooth £10.00 
75 Limerick (any subject) ***New Short Mat Bowls £10.00 
76 Homemade Fabric Garment Ruby Ventures Limited £5.00 
77 Hand Knitted Item Mr B & Mrs M Wordsworth £15.00 
78 Homemade Toy Abbotskerswell Pre-School £5.00 
79 Photograph ‒ Water or snow or ice ***New Mr D & Mrs C Boxall  £15.00 
80 Photographic Collage Mike 'The Taxi' £10.00 
81 Handmade Card ‒ Any Medium (not computer generated) Mr R Townley £5.00 
82 Homemade Wooden Article Tucker EMS Ltd £40.00 
83 Any Other Craft Mr & Mrs J Painter £10.00 
 

Children's Classes (All Children under 16 years) PLEASE WRITE AGE AGAINST EXHIBIT 
84 Drawing/Painting (Toddler's Group) Mr & Mrs J Watts £10.00 
85 Painting/Collage (Pre-School) Mrs L Whattam £10.00 
86 Living Miniature Garden in a Container  Mr & Mrs D Adam £10.00 
87 Animal Made from Fruit and/or Vegetables The House Vet  £25.00 
88 A Zoom Photograph of Something Interesting Outdoors Mr Tim Hughes £10.00 
89 Painting or Drawing of a Creepy Crawly ‒ any medium Mr I & Mrs M Calderbank £10.00 
90 Handmade Card for Any Occasion Mrs A Wild £10.00 
91 3D Flower ‒ any medium (self standing) Mr J & Mrs P Winkley £12.00 
92 Any Item Made with Textiles David Wilds Garden Maintenance £5.00 
93 Any Other Craft  Mr Kevin Farrelly £25.00 
94 Best Edible Item Grown in a 20cm/8" Pot ‒ Class 94 Allotments Association £10.00 
 

Abbotskerswell Primary School only 
95 Puffin Class ‒ Reception John Sherlock ‒ Entertainer £5.00 
96 Puffin Class ‒ Year 1 Mr J Whitehead £5.00 
97 Puffin Class ‒ Year 2 Hair Cair £10.00 
98 Swift Class ‒ Year 2 Mrs P Heath £10.00 
99 Swift Class ‒ Year 3 Fitsania (Steph & Dave Wilds) £5.00 
100 Swift Class ‒ Year 4 Mr J & Mrs N Pilkington £20.00 
101 Kingfisher Class ‒ Year 4 Nails of Distinction (Helen Farrance) £10.00 
102 Kingfisher Class ‒ Year 5 Anonymous £50.00 
103 Kingfisher Class ‒ Year 6 Toby’s Sheds £15.00 
 

For Garden Classes 104‒109, please see overleaf 
  



 

 

Garden Classes 
104 Garden in an Unusual Container Mr C & Mrs J Pappas £10.00 
105 Best Hanging Basket (judged at home) Mrs Sioux & Sam Allen £10.00 
106 Best Kept Allotment/Vegetable Garden Mr & Mrs G Revill £10.00 
107 Best Kept Small Flower Garden Booths Kitchens Ltd £20.00 
108 Best Kept Large Flower Garden Mr B Mackness £10.00 
109 Best Wildlife Gardens Mrs Jane Taylor £20.00 

 
(Classes 104, 105, 106, 107 & 108 to be entered with David Wilds on 07779 685788 before Sunday 24th July) 
 
 
Sponsorship towards staging of Show 
 
 
Collection of Vegetables 
The distinct kinds listed in classes 1‒20 and the same number as in those classes 

 
Notes for Exhibitors and Judges 
 
Carrots must have foliage trimmed to 3" (7cm)  
Peas and Beans must be displayed with some stalk attached 
Tomatoes must be displayed with calyces 
No names to be visible on exhibits. 

 
Fruit Cake Recipe 
7oz (175g) S R Flour,  5oz (125g) caster sugar,  5oz (125g) butter or marg,  9oz (225g)mixed fruit,  3 eggs,   
2oz (50g) ground almonds. 
Cook in a moderate oven. 

 
Pasties 
Potatoes, meat, onion and seasoning. 

 
Exhibits received ‒ 
Friday 5th August ‒ 5pm to 7pm 
Saturday 6th August 7.30am to 9.15am 
 
 
All rules in this schedule must be adhered to otherwise the exhibit may be disqualified. 
 

For further information or queries regarding displaying your exhibits 

please contact David Wilds Tel 07779 685788 or 01626 355541 

ABBOTSKERSWELL VILLAGE HALL TRUST 

Village Hall Hire  

for Weddings, Discos, Parties, etc.,  
including kitchen use 

Payment in advance required 

One room all day ............................. £100.00 
One room 6pm–midnight ................ £45.00 
Two rooms all day  .......................... £160.00 
Two rooms 6pm–midnight .............. £90.00 
Use of bar ............................................ £10.00 
All other groups per hour ................... £8.00 
Weddings fee .................................... £320.00 
+ includes lighting & heating 

Abbotskerswell 

Village Hall Trust 

Booking Enquiries 

Tel: 01626 351564 
 

Registered Charity No. 264508 



 

 

Abbotskerswell Allotment Association 
Abbotskerswell Allotment Association were pleased to receive the donation of 2 tonnes of path gravel from 
Stonycombe Quarry. It was arranged by Bob Chambers who is the liaison representative. Michael Jones-Tovey, 
who is the operations manager arranged the delivery and was on site when it arrived. 

We have 24 plots and there are 2 vacant plots at the 
moment. Most of the plots have been divided making 
them more manageable. It has enabled families and 
people who have limited time to have a go. 

At the moment we have 8 ladies, 2 families 
and the rest are men so a good cross section 
of the village. I hope to do an article during 
the season giving progress and hints. 
 
Margaret Crompton—Chairman 



 

 

FREE CALL OUT 

CALL TIM ON: 07757 121550  

OFFICE: 01626 211153 

 



 

 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held Monday  
21st March 2016 at Parish Rooms, Abbotskerswell  

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm  
 
Present Cllr K Eales (Chairman), Cllr K Farrelly, Cllr B 
Chambers, C Cllr A Dewhirst (from item 6), Cllr Mrs W 
Grierson, Cllr R Whiffin, Cllr P Marino. 
 
In Attendance Mrs M Crompton (Allotments), 1 Member of 
the Public. 
 
Apologies for Absence – D Cllr D Smith, Cllr Mrs M Colclough, 
John Lewis (Tree Warden). 
 
Declarations of interest  
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – Monday 29th February 

2016. 
Minutes of the Planning Meeting – Wednesday 16th March 
2016. 
 
The above minutes have been distributed and read – proposed 
by Cllr Mrs W Grierson & seconded by Cllr B Chambers with all 
in agreement and duly signed by the Chairman – Cllr K Eales. 
 
Public Time (Limited to 15 Minutes) 
a) Police Report – CR/013677/16 – Log number for the 

toilet vandalism.  
b) Increase in Traffic along Priory Road & Manor Road, 

seems as though Sat Nav is directing people through as 
a short cut to Totnes. Chairman – Cllr K Eales confirmed 
that the PC are encouraging residents to take photos of 
this issue which would then help carry more weight 
with highways and also these will be used in discussion 
with highways once the Neighbourhood Plan is finished. 

c) Pile of Grass Cuttings in Firestone Lane – a piece of 
paper was found with the cuttings which may lead them 
to the person who dumped it and this has been taken 
into TDC for them to follow up. 

 
Planning Applications & Decisions 
Applications received from Teignbridge District Council – 
none. 
 
Decisions Received from Teignbridge District Council 
a) Grant of Works – Application no 16/00193/CAN – Mr J B 

Entwistle – Byre Cottage – Fell one Cherry Tree. 
b) Linden Homes appeal – Chairman – Cllr K Eales 

confirmed he had spoken to TDC who confirmed that 
the inspector was waiting for some more information 
from Linden Homes. 

 
Matters Arising 
a) Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Mrs W Grierson reported 

that the CPRE Roadshow on Neighbourhood Planning 
was attended at Seale Hayne. Chairman – Cllr K Eales 
confirmed that the Plan is now at the point when 

policies are ready to be written, a meeting this Thursday 
will discuss this further and what will be the next steps.  

b) Provision of a Bus Shelter in Wilton Way – Cllr P Marino 
confirmed some prices have been received from 2 
companies for a wooden bus shelter, the cheapest price 
being £4,500 which is much more than expected. 
Chairman – Cllr K Eales, options are to revert to trying to 
find another carpenter who would make it in wood at a 
more reasonable price or purchase a less expensive off 
the shelf version or consider abandoning the idea 
altogether. It was decided to look at other Companies 
who could provide a possible cheaper wooden option 
and carry the matter forward to the next PC meeting. 

 
Correspondence –  
a) Waste Transfer Site (AJS) Adverse Environment Visual 

Impact – e-mail from Mr S Walkden. Chairman – Cllr K 
Eales confirmed that this refers to the site at 
Maddicombe which is just out of the Parish, a copy has 
been sent to the Environment Agency and it is in 
Kingskerswell Parish and they have also been notified. C 
Cllr A Dewhirst has also been notified of this matter and 
given the details of the e-mail from Mr S Walkden. 

 
Matters not requiring discussion placed in the folder to be 
circulated 
 
Main Agenda 
a) Report from County Cllr A Dewhirst – see written report 

attached to the minutes. 
b) Report from District Cllr M Colclough & District Cllr D 

Smith – no report given.  
c) Emergency Planning Committee report – Cllr K Farrelly 

reported – DCC are still considering the new grit bin on 
Manor Road which may be done in the Autumn.  
Defibrillator – grant money has now been received and 
it can now be purchased, all Cllrs were in agreement 
that this now goes ahead – proposed by Cllr R Whiffin 
and seconded by Cllr B Chambers.  

d) Abbotskerswell Recreation Association report – Cllr B 
Chambers reported that Fireworks have been ordered 
and Central Stores have been asked for some 
sponsorship and other local firms will be approached. 
The ARA draw is being collected and the store has 
agreed that someone can sit outside the shop for a 
couple of days to sell extra tickets. Pavillion – water leak 
– some costings have been sought but the companies 
are not able to state a specific cost. Hydrorod have 
quoted £70 per hour for a day to investigate and find 
the leak, quotes will also be sought as an alternative to 
this for laying a new pipe. Cllr K Farrelly & Cllr B 
Chambers will liaise and speak to Hydrorod and report 
back at the next PC meeting. 

e) Allotments Report – Mrs M Crompton reported – AGM 
held last week, out of 21 members, 7 attended. Abbfest 
will be approached for a grant to do some maintenance 
and also Stoneycombe will be approached as they give 
grants of materials. Chairman – Cllr K Eales confirmed 
that the Allotments Society used to run the garden 
show and this gave them an income of money to use for 
improvements. It may be a possibility for them to take it 



 

 

over again from the Village Hall Committee, if any of the 
Allotments Society members were willing. 3 allotments 
vacant at the moment which will be advertised in 
AbbTalk. 

f) P3 Report – The paths have been walked by Cllr K Eales 
and Cllr B Chambers. C Cllr A Dewhirst confirmed that 
the footpath warden has moved the stones by Rock 
Cottage. Corn Park – path clearance has been underway 
today. He also confirmed that during May the 
community payback team could come and do some 
work and their supervisor has now been chapter eight 
trained. Quaker Burial Ground – now needs to be 
rotovated and seeded – Cllr B Chambers to action this. 

g) Village Hall Report – Cllr K Farrelly would like to apply 
for a rural aid grant to update the heating system. All 
Cllrs were in agreement with this. 

h) Tree Warden Report – Tree down during the high winds 
at the allotments which has now been dealt with.  

i) Reports from Parish Councillors of any external 
meetings or Committees. 

1) TALC – nothing to report. 
2) Stoneycombe Liaison – meeting this week – Cllr B 

Chambers will attend. 
j) DCC, Highways, Potholes, Roads & Hedges – Potholes – 

Manor Road, plus pavement outside the shop. Railings 
which have been damaged have been noted by DCC as 
they were damaged when DCC were repairing the road. 
Railings by the school in the raised footpath need 
inspecting by DCC as they are rusty and could be 
dangerous.  
1) Lorry deliveries to the Shop – It has been noted 

that the shop is now using larger lorries and 
unfortunately deliveries sometimes coincide with 
the bus coming into the village. E-mail to Country 
Bus to say that now Court Grange Lane has been 
resurfaced it is passable by the Bus. Cllr K Eales will 
do a map to show how larger vehicles can operate 
a one-way system coming into and out of the 
village 

2) Parish – Weeding. Piece of land on Buckpits Hill 
needs spraying for weeds & strimming. Ask Paul 
Cary if he can do weed spraying immediately.  

k) Primary School Report – Cllr R Whiffin reported – 4 
classes from September, interviewing for another teacher 
at present. 

l) Volunteer Action Group – nothing to report.  
m) Consultations – nothing to report.  
n) Street Party – Queens 90th Birthday – nothing further to 

report at present. 
o) Website & AbbTalk – Communication Advisory Group 

Review – Cllr R Whiffin is looking into the Transparency 
code to make sure everything conforms.  

p) Plaques outside the Parish Room – replacement with 
stones – all in agreement that this should go ahead as a 
Parishioner has volunteered to attend to this. 

q) Flower Tubs – replacement/removal – Cllr K Eales 
suggested removal of all dilapidated tubs owned by the 
Parish Council. All Cllrs in agreement. 

r) Parish Rooms Stage – Cllr R Whffin will look into some of 
the items which need packing away. The hand bell 

ringers will be asked to remove the ancillary items as 
soon as possible but the bells will stay in the rooms.  

 
Cheques for Signature/Finances   

Parish Council 
Cheque no 1282 = £100.00 – Abbfest (Parish Council 

Donation). 
Cheque no 1283 = £4,200.00 (Vat £700.00) – Stuart Todd 

Associates (Neighbourhood Plan). 
Cheque no 1284 = £33.60 (Vat £5.60) – Parish Online (Annual 

Renewal). 
Cheque no 1285 = £52.94 – Kevin Eales (Ink Cartridges). 
Cheque no 1286 = £41.08 – Wendy Grierson (Keys Cut & 

Stationary). 
Cheque no 1287 = £25.11 – SWWA (Parish Rooms Water). 
Cheque no 1288 = £273.50 – SWWA (Pavillion Water). 
Cheque no 1289 = £73.66 – SWWA (Public Toilets). 
Cheque no 1290 = £246.00 (Vat £41.00) – Flaherty Electrics 

(Pavillion Floodlight Fitting). 
Cheque no 1291 = £177.60 – (Vat £29.60) Flaherty Electrics 

(Pavillion RCD Sockets). 
Cheque no 1292 = £488.48 – Sharon Raggett (Clerks Wages 

March). 
 
Abbotskerswell Recreation Association 
Cheque no 991 = £50.00 – Abbfest (Donation). 
Cheque no 992 = £300.00 – Abbotskerswell Netball (Donation). 
Cheque no 993 = £200.00 – Abbotskerswell AFC 
Cheque no 994 = £34.39 – Mrs A Down (ARA Draw Books). 
Cheque no 995 = £50.00 – ARA Draw 
Cheque no 996 = £20.00 – ARA Draw 
Cheque no 997 = £5.00 – ARA Draw 
Cheque no 998 = £5.00 – ARA Draw 
Cheque no 999 = £5.00 – ARA Draw 
Cheque no 1000 = £5.00 – ARA Draw 
 
Bank Balances 
ARA Account Balance March 2016 = £2,406.16 
Village Events Account – £138.83 (held within ARA Account) 
Parish Council Bank Balance March 2016 = £18,264.99 
P3 = £700.00 (held within Parish Council Account). 
CPRE Donation = £1,000 (held within Parish Council Account). 
Cheques proposed by Cllr R Whiffin and seconded by Cllr B 
Chambers with all in agreement. 
 
Any Items to go onto next Parish Council meeting’s Agenda. 
 
ARA Draw – March 2016 
£50 – 136 – Mrs L Tritschler – 28 Wilton Way 
£20 – 138 – Mr J Lewis – 31 Odle Hill Grove 
£5 – 387 – Mrs Drawbridge – 7 The Paddocks 
£5 – 375 – Mrs Collingsworth – 2 Lakeland 
£5 – 885 – P Williams – 23 Wilton Way 
£5 – 499 – Mr Plummer – 33 Manor Road 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 
9.40pm  
 
 
 



 

 

2015 PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CONTACT POINTS 
 
(Chairman) Cllr K Eales 

9 Grange Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PJ,  

01626 331947 or kevin@eales.eu     

(Vice Chairman) Cllr R Whiffin 

The Coach House, Court Grange, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5NH 

01626 365626 or richardwhiffin@hotmail.com 

Cllr R Chambers (Chair ARA) 

3 Hillside Cottages, Totnes Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5NG 

01626 352651 or Bob-chambers@hotmail.co.uk 

District Cllr Mrs M Colclough 

1 Borthay Orchard, Abbotskerswell  

01626 367176 or mary@marycolclough.freeserve.co.uk 

Cllr K Farrelly (Chair Emergency Planning Group) 

8 The Orchard, Corn Park Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5QE  

01626 354956  or kevinfarrelly@hotmail.com 

Cllr P Marino (Chair—Planning) 

31 Wilton Way, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PG 

01626 353889 or paul@jmarino.freeserve.co.uk 

Cllr Mrs W Grierson 

Abbotsford, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell  

01626 353701 or wendytq12@btinternet.com 

Cllr    Vacancy  

District Cllr D Smith 

Karinya, 9 Crockers Way, Ipplepen, TQ12 5QZ 

County Cllr Alistair Dewhirst 

Waterside, Dornafield Road, Ipplepen, TQ12 5SG 

Clerk: Sharon Raggett 

34 Balland Park, Ashburton TQ13 7BE 

01364 654607 or sharon.raggett@sky.com 

Next Parish Council Meeting Abbotskerswell Parish Rooms – 

Monday 25th April 2016 @ 7.30pm. 
ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO HAS SPECIAL NEEDS AND 
REQUIRES A COPY OF THESE MINUTES SENT TO THEM – 
PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK – 01364 654607 



 

 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 
We’re off 

Outdoor training has begun on Tuesday evenings from 
6:00pm and the first friendlies have been played as I write. 
There is the usual early season enthusiasm and the turn 
out has been excellent. After a disappointing couple of 
years for the first team there is a real determination to 
ensure that this will be our only season in Division C. After 
the successes of other sides last year and those players 
looking to better themselves there will be competition for 
places which is a healthy position to be in as it keeps 
everyone on their toes. Our new recruits from Australia, 
the West Indies and locally have begun to settle in and the 
four players who have had experience of playing down 
under during the winter are raring to continue their good 
work back at their home club. The first league matches are 
Saturday 7 May with the first team at home that day 
playing Babbacombe at 1:00pm. The following week the 
seconds are at home against Brixham at 1:30pm. The 
Sunday League has started but doesn’t really get going 
until 22 May home to Torquay at 2:00pm, because we are 
involved in early May in the National Village Cup. The 
various evening cup competitions also begin in May so it is 
a hectic month. We are always pleased to see supporters 
at the ground and in the bar afterwards. 
 

For colts and their parents  

We have entered teams in the Under 10, Under 11, Under 
15 and Under 17 local leagues and once again these 
matches get under way in May through the season until 
late July when the schools break up. Colts' training is on 
Fridays from 6.00pm. This is for all ages especially boys 
and girls from the age of 6. We have a flourishing younger 
age group and under their excellent manager Graham 
Catley better known as ‘Geordie’. All who come along have 
a lot of fun while learning some of the basic cricket skills as 
well as the personal and social skills associated with laying 
any kind of game or sport. We welcome parents on these 
evenings. The club house will be open for tea, coffee, hot 
chocolate and a full range of soft drinks and alcoholic 
beverages ‒ including a rather nice real ale from the 
Riviera Brewing Company, Beach Blonde. We shall also aim 
to have some hot or barbecue snacks on training nights. 

What a great way to end the week meeting and chatting 
with friends. 
 

In previous years we have offered free club membership to 
primary school children but ‒ following comments from 
our insurers ‒ the Committee has decided that it will be 
necessary to charge a nominal membership fee of £10 per 
family. This will ensure that parents and carers of 
registered colts players will automatically become social 
members of the club. There will be no additional charges 
for Friday night coaching and neither will we charge our 
colts any match fees 
 

Finally, if any parent would like to be involved in helping 
out in any way on club ‒ taking the register, coaching, 
serving behind the bar, making tea and coffee, running the 
Bar-B-Q ‒ do please contact our Colts manager Steve 
Cooper (s.j.c.cooper@btinternet.com or 07967-108742). 
All offers of help will be gratefully received and full training 
is available!   
 

Fund-raising and Sponsorship 

Many thanks to all who have so far renewed their 
sponsorships. Those who we still expect to want to 
support us have had their names included in the fixture 
cards which had to go to print before the season began. If 
you have forgotten then some members of the club will be 
in touch with you shortly if not already to encourage you 
to re-subscribe. Unfortunately our first car boot sale on 
Easter Monday was cancelled due to the poor weather but 
we hope for better luck next time on Monday 2 May and 
then again on Monday 30 May.  
 

For any further information about the club please visit the 
website www.abbotskerswellcc.co.uk or contact the 
Chairman Paul Mitchell (abbotsccchairman@gmail.com) or 
Vice Chairman Richard Codd (abbotsarmy@gmail.com). 

 

Andy Rose  
01626-351886 
 

Abbotskerswell  
Coffee Morning 

 

Saturday May 14th  –  10–12 
At Church House, Abbotskerswell  

Stalls:    Books  ▪  Cakes  ▪  Raffle  ▪  Jewellery  ▪  Bric a Brac 
Entrance by donation 

Contact: Jane Kendall 01626 337825 

mailto:s.j.c.cooper@btinternet.com
http://www.abbotskerswellcc.co.uk/
mailto:abbotsccchairman@gmail.com
mailto:abbotsarmy@gmail.com


 

 



 

 

01803 814309 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 Live Monitored Alarms 
 
 Burglary • Fire • Medical Help 
 
 Don’t leave it to chance 
 
 24 Hour live monitored response 

 

 For a  quote call  
 
 01626 362017  

MONDAY - CLOSED 

TUESDAY - 9AM – 5PM 

WEDNESDAY - 9AM – 5PM 

THURSDAY - 9AM – 5PM 

FRIDAY - 9AM – 5PM 

SATURDAY - 9AM – 5PM 

SUNDAY - 9AM – 12.30PM 



 

 

 

Registered in England No. 4694508. Registered Office 32 Monk Street, Abergavenny, Monmouthshire, NP7 5NW 

Hedgelands Financial Services Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, FCA Registration Number 624282 

Death can be a costly as well as a painful experience for families. 

Losing some close friends in recent months has meant an involvement in helping families experiencing bereavement. Few people 
are prepared for death and no bereavement is welcome. However, what makes life harder for families left behind is not having 
an accurate list of all their assets. 
 
Wills and Intestacy 

The law sets out clear rules as to what happens to your estate – property, cash, investments and personal belongings – if you die 
without a Will. 

Passing away without a Will is known as dying “intestate” and the rules that govern the distribution of your estate in such 
circumstances are known as the “intestacy rules”. 

Under the intestacy rules your spouse and children do not automatically receive everything from your estate.  

For example, if you die leaving a widow(er) and children, and the estate is worth £250,000 or less, your spouse will take 
everything. However, if the estate is worth, say, £500,000, your spouse will take £250,000 and your children £125,000 on 
attaining the age of 18 and a further £125,000 when your wife/husband dies. 

These rules can be extremely unsatisfactory. 

 The age of 18 is very young to inherit. Most Wills seek to increase the age of inheritance to 21 or 25. 
 If you have a partner (regardless of how long your relationship has lasted) he/she does not inherit under the 

intestacy rules. 
 Stepchildren (even if they have been living with you for many years) have no rights in an intestacy. 
 If the matrimonial home is in your sole name, this may have to be sold in order to satisfy the various family claims. 

Leaving no Will can also mean extensive legal costs of your beneficiaries; failing to provide for a partner or dependant will  mean 
that they will have to engage legal help to contest the state’s decisions, with no guaranteed result. Complex cases can require 
the hire of a genealogy expert, at a great cost, to clarify relatives’ rights to your estate. 

Therefore, it is very important to make a Will so that you can be sure that your estate passes in the way you intend – rather than 
how the intestacy rules will split it up.  
 
Families face a new tax on death  

Ministers claimed the changes to the system of probate fees charged to activate a will would be fairer to poorer families by 
ensuring that many would no longer have to pay. But for some families it amounts to a potential 129-fold increase in costs as 
part of a scheme intended to raise £250 million for the Exchequer. 

It would mean loved-ones inheriting a modest family home worth £300,000 would now face a charge of £1,000 – more than six 
times the current level. The fee would then rise sharply depending on the value of the estate. 

Those worth more than £500,000 – now just under the average London house price – would incur a charge of £4,000 rising to 
£8,000 for those worth over £1 million and £20,000 at the top end for estates amounting to over £2 million. 

At present, the executors of a will pay a flat fee of just £155 if acting through a solicitor – a fee which was increased from just £45 
in 2014. 

Acknowledging that the new fees would be unpopular the government have stated they would be a “critical contribution” to 
cutting deficit as well as helping pay for an overhaul of the burdened courts system. 

The proposals according to the Justice Minister “would raise around an additional £250 million a year, which is a critical 
contribution to cutting the deficit and reducing the burden on the taxpayer of running the courts and tribunals. These proposals 
are progressive, with lower value estates lifted out of paying any fee at all and other estates only paying more as the value of 
estate increases. 

The Ministry of Justice insisted that only one per cent of estates would incur the top fee of £20,000 and that almost six in 10 
would pay no fee for probate at all. That means that around 2,700 families a year would face the top fee while at present only 
estates worth less than £5,000 incur no probate fee. That threshold would rise to £50,000 under the proposals.  

However, this proposed increase in fees more than covers the costs of the Court and is effectively a new tax on death, This 
proposal is for a nasty tax that appears to be being sneaked through as quietly as possible. 

The consultation runs until April. A word to our MP might be in order and perhaps some publicity. 

We can help you with estate planning. 



 

 

ORGANISATIONS IN ABBOTSKERSWELL 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

Twinned with Le Pre d' Auge & Les Monceaux in Normandy. 
Visit & host twinning friends' alternate years. Members 
meet for a Social evening & supper. Middle of each month 
usually in Church House. Contact: Sandra Eales 331947 or 
Andrew Rose 351886 

Ladies Badminton Session 

Tuesday evenings 8.00–9.30pm Village Hall. Contact 
Marilyn Whitefoot 361275 

Abbotskerswell W.I. 

Church House 2nd Tuesday of the month 7pm. W.I for the 
woman of today. Make new friends, have a good time, 
learn new skills. Wl meet for talks and demonstrations on 
anything from gardening to computers, they also organise 
outings and get involved in the community. Contact: 
Christine Lewis 01626 351378 

AbbPast 

Church House at 7.30pm on the second Monday of every 
month. Speakers on historical topics both local and further 
afield. Contact: Pete Wade 01626 366032 

Church House 

Hall and full kitchen facilities with central heating and flexible 
lighting available to book. 
Also see under www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 
Contact: Mik Wordsworth 01626 352279 

Abbotskerswell Bellringers 

We are a small friendly group meeting on Wednesday 
evenings from 7pm–8pm. We would love to welcome some 
new members. You do not have to be musical – just be 
able to count to six! Contact Johanna Westgate on 364652 
or just come along to the church on Wednesday evening. 

Abbotskerswell Singers 

The choir meets for rehearsals at Church House every 
Wednesday from 7:30–9:00pm. Anyone over the age of 
16yrs who is interested in the possibility of joining is 
welcome to come along preferably after contacting the 
Chairman or Musical Director. Main concerts are at 
Christmas and late May/early June. Contact: Andrew Rose 
01626 351886. 

Abbotskerswell Netball Club 

Training every Monday 7.15–8.45pm Abbotskerswell Recreation 
Area court – £1 a session. Contact: Jen Henwood 01626 364080. 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 

Players of all ages and abilities welcome. We run 3 Devon League 
sides on Saturdays, a Sunday league side and also play friendly 
sides, with training on Tuesday nights from April. Colts coaching for 
boys and girls from 6 upwards takes place on Friday nights from 
6:00pm. Colts teams from Under 10 to Under 17 play in local 
leagues. Contact Paul Mitchell 07778-017326 or Richard Codd 
07774 658464 for details.  

South Devon Model Railway Society 

Meet every Thursday from 7:30pm upstairs at Church House. 
We have working layouts in OO and N scale where members 
can run their own models. Refreshments available. Contact 
John Whitehead on 01626 361997  

Emergency Planning Group 

In the event of flooding we have appointed Dave Wilds as the 
Flood Warden for the village. Should you require any help, or 
sandbags to protect your property, then please contact Dave 
on: 01626 355541 or 07779 685788 

Abbotskerswell Bridge Club 

We meet at the Village Hall (parking available) on Thursday 
evenings at 6.45pm. This is a friendly club which offers a warm 
welcome. Contact numbers are David Carpenter 01803 392581 
and Cathy Lee 01626 779147 

Abbotskerswell Allotment Association 
Contact: Margaret Crompton on: 01626 367964 

USEFUL TIMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Hospital Visiting and Opening Times: 

TORBAY:  Visiting usually 14:00–16:30 & 18:30–20:00 

Some wards may vary. Please check here: 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes 

or phone: 0300 456 8000 (local rate) or 01803 614567 

NEWTON ABBOT: Phone 01626 324500 

Minor Injuries Unit: 08:00 am–10:00 pm, every day 

CHIP VAN  Outside Central@Model Stores – Mon 4.30pm–6pm 

Central @ MODEL STORES Tel: 01626 333387 
   Open 7 days a week  7am–8pm 

Nearest Post Office services can be found in  

Ipplepen, Kingskerswell and Newton Abbot. 

Bins – 7.00am Wednesdays 

(recycling boxes will be collected by different vehicles) 

Any queries ring Teignbridge Services 01626215838 or 

www.teignbridge.gov.uk 

To save confusion on Bin Day mark your bins and boxes with your 

house name/number to ensure they are returned to you 

British Telecom Faults          151 

Electricity Western Power    08456 012989 

Gas       0800   317960 

Water       0800   378937 

Street Lighting     08705 561851 

Teignbridge Council        01626 361101 

Clerk to Parish Council    01364 644109 

Parish Tree Warden     01626 351378 

Dog Warden      01626 215881 

Crimestoppers     0800   555111 

Samaritans      01803 299999 

Torbay Hospital     01803 614567 

Newton Abbot Hospital    01626 324500 

RSPCA      0300 1234 999 

Devon Bus Enquiry Line    01392 382800 

Country Bus Enquiry Line    01626 833664 

National Express Coach    08705 808080 

Rail Information     08457 484950 

Northcott Theatre, Exeter    01392 493493 

Theatre Royal, Plymouth    01752 267222 

English Riviera Centre    01803 299992 

Alexandra Cinema     08712 303200 

NA Leisure Centre      01626 215640 

Brownies, Maggie Lambourn    01803 812717 

Locksmith      01626 211153 

Kevin Farrelly      01626 354956

(Chairman of Emergency Planning Committee) 

Citizens Advice Line     03444 111 444
(Open – Mon Tues Weds Fri 9.30am–3.00pm) 

SCHOOLS 

Primary School, Abbotskerswell   01626 353605 

Coombeshead College    01626 201800 

Newton Abbot College    01626 367335 

Torquay Boys’ Grammar School   01803 615501 

Torquay Girls’ Grammar School   01803 613215 

St Cuthbert Mayne School    01803 328725 

 

 

Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club 

Monday and Thursday 7.15–9.30pm Abbotskerswell Village Hall 
Contact: Ray Vyse 01803 875496 

Parish Rooms 

To book the rooms please contact Lynn Howard on 351564.  

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes

