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Inside this issue: 
NA3 WOLBOROUGH 

DEVELOPMENT update 
PLUS first look at the classes in this 

year’s 40th ANNUAL GARDEN SHOW 
and ARA MONTHLY DRAW update 
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NEWTON SAYS NO! 
Abbotskerswell Village 
Hall was filled to capacity 
on Tuesday 5th February  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

for an evening of 
comedy with the 
German comedian and 
panel show regular 
Henning Wehn. 
The event raised 
money for the 
campaign against the 
Newton Abbot NA3 
development. 
 
www.newtonsaysno.co.uk 

Liam Mallone 
of ‘Newton 
Says No’ 

Henning Wehn on stage 
and signing autographs 

afterwards 
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 Dear Reader 

This month along with AbbTalk dropping through your letter 
boxes you should also have received the Housing Needs Survey 
and covering letter. Please do take the time to complete this or 
go on line if you prefer to www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/23JN66N 

This information is valuable to the Parish Council for the future 
planning within the parish. 

There is also an update on the NA3 Wolborough development 
which is fast-moving at the moment so do have a look and check 
the website for any further updates. 

News on pages 16 and 17 from the Village Hall and this year’s 
40th anniversary Annual Garden Show. Start planning your 
entries now! Especially those great Scarecrows. 

Have a great month. 

Ann Allen, AbbTalk Editor 

annallen1000@gmail.com / 01626 330965 

www.abbotskerswell.org.uk 
This month’s cover photo is taken by villager Vernon Stunt 

Next deadline for April 2019 issue 
Advertisements and Articles – March 15th 
Next delivery date – 30th & 31st March 

The AbbTalk Association Committee:  

Ann Allen  Editor (annallen1000@gmail.com) 

Zoe Truman Secretary (zoe_truman@hotmail.com ) 

Lynn Howard Treasurer (modelstores@btconnect.com) 

Andrew Rose  Abbotskerswell Cricket Club Representative 
(aprose53@hotmail.com) 

John Whitehead Picture Editor (jw1950ak@aol.com) 

Richard Whiffin  Church Representative 
 (richardwhiffin@hotmail.com ) 

Diary Dates for March 2019 
Village Litter Pick .............................. 2nd ................... below 

Shrove Tuesday Pancakes ................. 5th .................. page 5 

AbbPast Book Launch ...................... 11th .................. page 8 

Knit and Natter ......................... 4th / 18th 

Easter Artisan Market ....................... 30th .................... page 7 

AK Cricket Club net sessions starting in March ..........page 26 

Monthly Rainfall Totals 
 

Having fought my way through immense snow drifts to the 
rain gauge and then melted the snow and ice on it, I can 
report that the total rainfall for January was 63mm or 
2.48ins. This is the lowest total for January that I have 
recorded and was mainly due to the fact that there was no 
rain at all for the first 15 days of the month and I guess a 
good percentage of it no doubt fell on the last day, a fair bit 
of which was snow. The average rainfall for January is 
5.4ins.  Incidentally, I keep quite detailed snow records and 
this year the first snow of this winter fell on January 
30th which is the latest of any winter since 2007/8.  Is there 
more to come?  

Annual Rainfall Statistics kindly supplied by David Munden 

BEWARE 
 

There have recently been a 
number of attempted car break ins 
in the village. 

Always lock your car and don’t leave any valuables on show. 

If you have any suspicions call 101 

I am pleased to let you know that our Great Village 
Litter Pick is taking place in the lanes around 
Abbotskerwell on Saturday 2nd March and I hope that 
as many villagers as possible will join in to help get the 
Parish looking clean and tidy after the winter. 
 

The rubbish is not only an eyesore but a danger to 
children, pets and wildlife. You should wear suitable 
clothing and stout shoes and you will be provided with 
safety jackets and equipment and there will be coffee, 
squash and biscuits awaiting you on your return! 
 

The Village Hall committee have kindly allowed us to 
meet at the Village Hall at 10am on Saturday 2nd 
March and we are all keeping our fingers crossed for a 
nice day. 
 

Please email alistair_dewhirst@yahoo.com to let me 
know you are coming so I can organize equipment and 
refreshments for you. Looking forward to seeing you 
and doing a really worthwhile job which will only take 
an hour or so but which will make Abbotskerswell look 
good for the Spring. 
 

County Councillor Alistair Dewhirst 

mailto:aprose53@hotmail.com
mailto:jw1950ak@aol.com
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11am start for main Sunday Services 
Please see Current pattern of Worship for full details 

*********** 

Do not give up anything for Lent ! 
 

Do not give up anything for Lent unless it is damaging you, 
or someone else, or our wonderful planet. 

If the chocolate biscuits or alcohol are making your body 
unhealthy then cut them out. Use all the self-discipline you 
can muster and the support of others and be rid of the 
cause of your slow suicide. Or you could give up using 
single use plastics, take containers with you when you 
shop, and complain in the supermarkets. Perhaps you could 
use your petrol or diesel engines less and get fitter as you 
walk. Try not to use inefficient coal or use wood burners less? 

Try to avoid cheap cotton goods which take so much slave 
labour and water to produce? 

Maybe you could be limiting the amount of time you and 
your children spend looking at screens – there is a 
challenge for Lent! – and you would be doing your eyes and 
your real relationships good. 

Perhaps your act of will could be to cut down on meat. 
Farm animals are wonderful, and my daughter’s livelihood 
depends on them, but they come at ten times more cost to 
the environment than vegetable protein. There are some very 
tasty dishes made with peas, beans, lentils or grain flour. 

There must be one or two things you could do for six weeks 
until Easter. 

Do you not love yourself enough to be kind to your body or 
to your friends and family or to the good earth? 

If you have a problem with loving yourself remember what 
Jesus said about how to live well “Love God, and your 
neighbours as yourself”. All that falls down if you do not 
love yourself, just as you are for now and allowing for 
future improvement. 

If you have a problem with loving yourself, you need help 
and perhaps forgiveness. The Church in our village has the 
means for forgiveness, and counselling is available if it is 
help that you need. Christian or not you owe it to yourself 
and your well being to improve your self-worth. 

Have a very new and productive time from now until 
Easter. 

Pat Heath  

Regular events 

Please remember that Church House is open every Tuesday 
from 10–11.30am for Coffee, Tea, Squash and wonderful 
cakes. All ages are always welcome and a good time is had 
by all.  

Thurs 7.00pm: Bell Ringers 
 Contact: Liz Smyth-Osbourne 01626 368400 
 lizsmytho@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Revd John Leonard 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) are closely involved in 
the future plans for the parish of Abbotskerswell after John 
Leonard retired at the end of June. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please contact Pam Wakeham  (Tel: 
07526 873006) or Bryan Wordsworth  (Tel: 01626 352279). 
We intend to maintain the current pattern of worship 
during the interregnum. 
 

Supporting Others 

A significant number of people are being visited regularly 
by church members. We will continue to do all that we can 
to meet the needs of others, during the time of being 
without a dedicated priest in the village. Those who visit in 
people’s homes do so with the authority and support of the 
parish church and will pass to the clergy any need for 
additional spiritual support.  

If you know of anyone who would welcome a visit at home 
because they are not well enough to seek their own 
support, then please contact Pam Wakeham, Church 
Warden (07526 470080 ) or Pat Heath (01626 369416). 
 

Sunday Lunch  

1pm – 1st Sunday of the month; Church House 

For over ten years a roast lunch has been served in Church 
House on the first Sunday of each month. It is enjoyed by 
people for whom Sunday otherwise tends to be a rather 
quiet day. The suggested donation is £6. 

If you would like to come along for a meal, please contact 
Pat Mackness 01626 353529 
 

 
 
 

Priest:  To be appointed  
Parish Office:  Kingskerswell Parish Church Office 
  Church End Road 
  Kingskerswell TQ12 5DL 
Church Warden  Pam Wakeham Tel: 07526 470080  
 Richard Whiffin Tel: 01626 365626  

Please note our website:  www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 

St Mary’s Church 

http://www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk
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SHROVE TUESDAY 
 

Tuesday 5 March 2019  11:30am to 2:00pm 
 

PANCAKES in CHURCH HOUSE 
 

Sweet or Savoury Pancakes 
Tea, Coffee and Cakes 

Everybody welcome to come along and enjoy that  
most delicious of treats! 

 

Current Pattern of Worship at St Mary’s  
We look forward to welcoming you to our worship. 

 

1st Sunday of the Month 

11am  Eucharist (Common Worship – CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – using 
contemporary language, lasting about an hour. 

2nd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer – BCP) 
A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 
40 minutes. 

9am  Fresh & Early – Church House 
An informal, contemporary service aimed at families and 
those who have little experience of formal church services 
and lasts about ¾ of an hour.  

3rd Sunday of the Month 

11am  Eucharist (CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 

4th Sunday of the Month 

11am  Parish Praise 
A non-communion informal service using contemporary 
language and music lasting about 40 minutes. 

6pm (BST) Choral Evensong (BCP) 

A non-communion sung service of the word, lasting about 
an hour. 

5th Sunday of the Month (as appropriate) 

10am  Eucharist (CW) at St Mary’s Kingskerswell 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 

(Eucharist services are also available at Coffinswell 9am; 
and Kingskerswell 10am.) There are a number of occasional 
services throughout the year which are advertised at Church 
House, on our website and in AbbTalk. 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
Wednesday 6 March 2019 7:00pm 
Eucharist at Kingkskerswell Church  

 

MOTHERING SUNDAY 
Sunday 31 March 2019 11:00am 

A non Eucharist Service of Worship 
All ages very welcome on this special day 

 
 
 

ABBOTSKERSWELL VILLAGE HALL TRUST 

Village Hall Hire  

for Weddings, Discos, Parties, 
etc.,  

including kitchen use 

Payment in advance required 

One room all day ......................... £100.00 
One room 6pm–midnight ............ £45.00 
Two rooms all day  ...................... £160.00 
Two rooms 6pm–midnight .......... £90.00 
Use of bar ....................................... £10.00 
All other groups per hour ............... £8.00 
Weddings fee ................................ £320.00 

+ includes lighting & heating 

Abboskerswell 

Village Hall Trust 

Booking Enquiries 

Tel: 01626 351564 
 

Free WiFi available 

Registered Charity No. 264508 
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Desert Patrol—a story by Pam Wakeham 
 

The jeep was going cautiously along he desert road and was now approaching the hilly bit. There had been a spate of 

bandit attacks in the province. They moved forward, rifles ready. There was a steep gully on the right and Joe leaned out 

and peered down. In that instant, gunfire rained down on them. The jeep veered to the left as the driver was hit and Joe 

was flung out and into the gulley. He landed awkwardly and heard his leg break. He grabbed a bush as he slid down and 

scrabbled to pull himself out of sight. He could hear a lot of excited shouting. The jeep had stalled but was soon loaded 

with everything the bandits could lay their hands on, restarted and away it went. Joe could hear the reconnaissance 

helicopter coming. It spotted the injured soldiers and hovered. Help would soon be on the way. 

It went off to check the surrounding area and in the quiet, Joe heard a sound behind him. He very slowly turned his head 

and there not three feet away was a scruffy little brown dog lying flat on its stomach. It whimpered as they looked into 

each other’s eyes. One back leg was stretched out behind it. Obviously broken. Joe looked at it and said “you and me both 

then”. He was astonished. He was talking to a dog! He had never been interested in animals and how had it got here in the 

middle of the desert. It was obviously starving and its big eyes gazed at Joe and something changed forever. 

He reached into a big pocket and took out his midday snack, looked at the scruffy little creature now watching he in foil 

avidly. Breaking up the meat sandwich he put it down beside him, said “all yours dog”. It crawled forward and the food 

disappeared in no time, Joe then made the foil into a cup and poured water into it from his belt canteen and that 

disappeared fast too. 

Joe suddenly realised he was smoothing the top of the dog’s head, which totally confounded him. The dog crawled 

forward and put its head on Joe’s chest and gave him a grateful lick on the side of his face. “Whatever was happening”, 

Joe was stunned. He could hear vehicles coming at high speed now and soon familiar voices above him. He called out and 

soon a medic and wheeled stretcher were being lowered. Ignoring the puzzled looks Joe hung on to the dog, now 

whimpering with fear. “Don’t you worry mate, you and me go together”. Despite the sceptical looks they were loaded 

along with the wounded and headed back to camp. 

In the hospital theatre Joe refused to let go of the dog. “He’s got a broken leg as well”. The surgeon grinned, “We’ll see 

what we can do”. Joe passed out then. When he woke and became aware he asked the nurse “where’s the dog?” With a 

big grin she pointed downwards. He rolled over and a small but very clean little face looked up at him and a tail began to 

wag and a leg in plaster was obvious as well. “We had to go on the internet for that one” she said. She picked the little dog 

up and put it next to Joe’s chest. A tongue licked his chin with joy. “By the way it’s a girl”. Joe stared in wonder. “What’s 

your name?” he asked. “It’s Martha” she said. “Martha it is then”. 

A week later Joe and dog, along with other wounded were transferred to a recovery hospital. Quite a few were not signing 

on again so a few months later they all boarded a homeward bound Hercules and later landed at a military airfield. Martha 

was out of sight in Joe’s holdall as they were counted off and climbed into a waiting coach and five minutes later they 

were through the gates and into town. 

Joe, complete with holdall, was soon on a train heading south. Arriving 

at his home town he grabbed a taxi. “Number 12 Meadow Avenue” he 

said and suddenly realised he hadn’t told his parents he was back. 

Ten minutes later he was outside No. 12 and rang a familiar number. He 

heard his mother call his father when she answered, “when are you 

coming home?” she asked. “I’m already back” he replied “and I have to 

tell you I’m bringing a young lady”. There was quiet for a moment, then  

“where are you now?” “Open the front door Mum, I’m about twenty 

feet away”. There was a stunned silence for a moment, then the front 

door shot open and his mother was flying towards him with Father just 

behind. When she had finished hugging him she looked around “where 

is this young lady?” she asked. Joe lifted the little dog out of his holdall. 

“Mum, Dad, meet Martha.” “But you don’t like dogs” said his mother. 

“Ah, but this one’s different”, said Joe. His parents gazed at him in 

wonder. 

“Why don’t we all go in and I’ll put the kettle on” mother said. So they 

did. 
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WILTON WAY, ABBOTSKERSWELL 
 

Welcome to our beautiful 17th century village Inn, 
with traditional values & a friendly, relaxed 

atmosphere. 
 

We can cater for private dining, parties, wedding 
receptions and business meetings.   

 

We also specialise in outside bars & catering. 
 

Lunchtime Specials are served Monday to Friday, 
two meals for £13. 

 

Sunday Roast Dinners are freshly prepared and 
served all day.  Sunday Prize Draw starts at 5pm. 

 

Takeaway Menu also available. 
 

01626 361866/ info@courtfarminn.com / 
www.courtfarminn.com 

Bars are open all day every day 
 

Food service Monday to Wednesday 
lunchtimes and evenings 

 

Food service Thursday to Sunday All day 

mailto:info@courtfarminn.com
http://www.courtfarminn.com
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AbbPast : The History Group of  Abbotskerswell 

Monday 11th March  

7.30pm in Church House 

"Abbotsleigh Priory" 

We launch our seventh, and last, publication on 
Abbotskerswell’s history with the remarkable 
story of the village’s convent. Abbotskerswell 
Village History Series author, Peter Wade, will 
tell the story of the building and its occupants 
with previously unseen early 19th century 
photographs taken by a Sister at The Priory. 
Abbotsleigh’s story is one of national 
significance and is the most amazing saga you 
could hope to read of in a village’s story. 

AbbPast Extras 
Continuing our unpublished research material, this month we are focusing on what we learn of life in the village by 
studying the burial records from our village church; Part 2 The 20th Century.  

The Burial Register for the period 1901 to 1989 is an actual register kept in the Church’s safe and I am grateful to Guy 
Rogers for providing me with access to it. It tells a very different story to the 19th century one, as the figures below show, 
with child mortality falling dramatically and life expectancy for the 50+ bracket greatly improving. 

Child mortality in the 0–10 years sector improves dramatically during the 20th century, with the figure since WW1 being 
4.0% of deaths and only 1.2% since WW2; the last figure showing the benefits of inoculation programmes in the new 
National Health system. The last burial of a child under 11 was in 1967. 

There is an interesting entry in 1918 (it was an enquiry about this death that set me looking at burial records). In October 

1918 Thomas Sandford of Odle Hill Cottage was buried, and looking at the death certificate it shows cause of death as 

‘Spanish Flu’, which was prevalent at the time. There is no evidence to show there was an epidemic in Abbotskerswell, 

although the number of burials in the 21–60 is slightly higher in 1920; Spanish Flu tended to attack younger people. 

However, there is another interest in this death, as when Alfred Rowe was buried on 31 October 1918 he too had died of 

Spanish Flu. He joined the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve at The Crystal Palace on 16 September, but by early October he 

was ill. We had assumed he had contracted Spanish Flu in the camp (where it was running amok), but did he take it with 

him, with the source being Thomas Sandford? 

By mid-20th Century burials habits changed with cremations, and with some burials being of people from outside the 

village this can only be taken as an interesting example of what was happening at the time. 

Age 0–10 11–20 21–30 31–40 41–50 51–60 61–70 71+ 

% 1819–1900 25.1 4.5 5.4 5.4 5.4 7.9 14.3 32 

% 1900–1989 7.1 1.7 2.0 0.8 5.6 12.1 18.9 51.8 
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Davis Lindley Mullan 
+ 

Mutter & Clive

Abbotskerswell Village Hall 
Saturday 20th April 2019 

Tickets £10 from Mike Webb. 01626 363640 
mikewebb1420@btinternet.com 

Doors open 7.00pm 
Licensed Bar 

D J Dave 

DLM are Andrew Cresswell Davis guitar, ukelele and vocals, Clare Lindley violin, guitar, ukelele and vocals and 
Brian Mullan cello and vocals. They employ a number of styles in their repertoire reflecting a desire to entertain 
audiences of all ages and musical tastes. A typical DLM set list will contain original material and a few carefully 

chosen covers by Steve Earle, Guy Clark, Bob Dylan, Lennon and McCartney,  
Bessie Smith and Blue Nile. 

Mutter Slater accompanied by Clive Ashley on saxophone will be offering RnB. 

mailto:mikewebb1420@btinternet.com
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Kitchen Companion 
Helping men prepare the sort of food  

they really enjoy. 

Discover the pleasure of cooking  

in your own kitchen with the friendly 

support of an experienced cook.   

 A new hobby with delicious results!   

If you want to find out more or have an 

informal chat, with no obligations, 

 contact  

Fin Heath 

01803 812849,  07728 730275,    
fin.heath@hotmail.co.uk 

 
Delivery Person 

needed for AbbTalk 
 
 
 

We need someone to deliver 
copies of AbbTalk around  

Court Grange, Grange Road  
and Wilton Way area 

 
If you are able to spare a little time 
once a month and might enjoy the walk 

please get in touch. 
 
 
 

Ann Allen 
annallen1000@gmail.com 
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Design, Supply & Fit.  

Bedrooms. 
Bespoke Furniture. 
Worktop Changes. 

01626 206121 
07879 416504 

richard.heyward@hotmail.com 

 
28 Years Joinery, Kitchen Design, 
Manufacture & Fitting Experience 

TO ADVERTISE HERE 
email: annallen1000@gmail.com 

When contacting advertisers 
please mention AbbTalk 

 

HAIR Cair 
The Salon in the Village 

 

Ladies, Gents & Children’s Hairdressing  

 

 

for an appointment call Abbotskerswell 361600 
 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 
07791 972585 

rharmer136@gmail.com 

Facebook: @RHarmerpandd 

 

Heritage Decorators 

Established in 1999  

in Abbotskerswell 

All aspects. 

Now taking bookings for exteriors 

Tel: Paul Ede 

07542366651 

http://www.rhkitchens.com
mailto:richardheyward@hotmail.com
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Cleaner Ovens 
Established in 2003 

Office: 
01626 363748 

Let us put the sparkle back into your Oven 
Prices from £50.00 

Telephone 

Chris Hallwood 

Freephone: 0800 5838463  Mobile: 07966 613160 

CARER / PERSONAL ASSISTANT 
                                               

 
Experienced with dementia, disabilities,  

elderly care, post-hospital support.  

Friendly, empathetic, reliable,  

calm and caring – seeking more hours locally.  

 

References are available from  

an Abbotskerswell resident. 

 
Call Rahima 07501 639298 

TOLCHARDS 
ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS 

 

ALL ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 

SAM TOLCHARD 
FULLY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN 

 

DOMESTIC | INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL 

tolchardselectrical@gmail.com  
07368508127 
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2019 – a busy year so far for the Chordettes 
 

This year has been a bit of a whirlwind so far for the Chordettes! 
From singing live at the BBC and taking selfies with Victoria 
Graham, to making new friends through our Learn to Sing 
workshops and at the South West Chorus Party in Cornwall, our 
first walk of the year (otherwise known as an excuse for coffee and 
cake) and learning a whole new song – we just haven’t stopped! 
 

Taking selfies with Victoria Graham at the BBC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making new friends at the South West Chorus party in Cornwall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Taking a well-earned coffee and cake break after our January walk  

 

 

The Learn to Sing 4-Part Harmony workshops attracted over 20 
ladies to come along and sing with us. The sessions were a great 
introduction to singing in harmony and over the four weeks we 
learnt a beautiful arrangement of Imagine by John Lennon.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coaching our guests at the Learn to Sing Harmony workshops 
 

And there’s lots more to come. Our next challenge is participating in the Devon Performing Arts Festival in Exeter on March 16th. The 
two songs we will compete with have been selected by our Musical Director, Sue Baxter, and we will be working on them each 
Wednesday night for the next few weeks to ensure we are polished and ready to perform.  
 

As a chorus we love to learn and improve, and competing is a good way of pushing ourselves to get better and better. But whilst we 
take the singing seriously there is always room for fun and laughter which is always evident during our Wednesday night rehearsals. 
New members are always welcome, just pop down to Abbotskerswell Village Hall from 7pm or email us on singchordettes@gmail.com   

mailto:singchordettes@gmail.com
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VILLAGE HALL VOICE 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

30TH MARCH  –  EASTER ARTISAN MARKET 

20TH APRIL      –  DLM + MUTTER & CLIVE CONCERT 

27TH APRIL      –  COMEDY SHOW WITH DR PHIL HAMMOND  
2ND   MAY        –  ELECTIONS FOR DISTRICT & PARISH COUNCILLORS 

6TH   MAY        –  MAY DAY   
17TH MAY        –  AK SINGERS CONCERT 

27TH JULY        –  40TH ANNUAL GARDEN SHOW 
 

I thought it might be useful to put the dates of upcoming one off events being held in the Village Hall which 
are open to everyone. After the very successful show by Henning Wehn, the hall is looking forward to 
welcoming Dr Phil Hammond in April, but if comedy is not your cup of tea there are two concerts which are 
both very different or for shopping, why not come along to the Easter Artisan Market. 

Also, don’t forget to check out all the weekly clubs and fitness classes together with the children’s Pre School 
and Toddler group held in the hall. 

The Committee is looking forward to the 27th July when we will be inviting you to take part or just come along 
to our 40th Anniversary Year Garden Show Event.  Opposite you will find a copy of the schedule so that 
preparations and practice may start!  The theme for the ‘Scarecrow Competition’ this year is ‘The 
Seventies’ (40 years ago), so get your thinking caps on and we look forward to seeing them displayed in your 
gardens. 

The Garden Show is organised by a very small committee and we would really welcome anyone new who 
could help us to keep this great village event going for future years. The generosity of Sponsors, together with 
monies raised by raffles, tea and cakes sales plus entry charges have not only managed to raise sufficient 
funds which have rolled over year on year into the Garden Show Fund, but has generated a surplus which has 
been siphoned off to help Project Heat. For anyone who doesn’t know this is the new kitchen extension to be 
built at the Village Hall.  This will be a great asset to everyone who uses the hall and will most definitely help 
to improve our ‘Show Day’.   

Finally we would like to thank everyone who has helped raise funds for the Village Hall without you 
Abbotskerswell would not have this fantastic facility! 

 

The detailed schedule with sponsors etc. will be a pull out version in the June issue of AbbTalk.  
If anyone requires this before that date please let me know. 

Lynn Howard 
07702 092278 or email modelstores@btconnect.com 

Would you like a few days in France? 
 
Abbotskerswell Twinning Association are travelling to visit our twin villages in Normandy in May. We may have a few 
seats available on our coach and we are wondering if any villagers would like to join the cross-channel trip. 
 

Our coach will leave Abbotskerswell early morning on Thursday 30th May making our way to Poole for the ferry 
crossing to Cherbourg returning late on Sunday 2nd June. You could spend a few days in the Continental port of 
Cherbourg for shopping, etc – you would need to arrange your own accommodation in Cherbourg. Our coach would 
drop you off at Cherbourg and collect you at the ferry terminal on the Sunday afternoon. The cost of the coach and ferry 
works out at around £100 per person.  
 

Interested? We need to know as soon as possible. Please contact our chairman Julie Arrow on 01626 356877, or 
secretary Sandra Eales on 01626 331947. 

tel:01626%20356877
tel:01626%20331947
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Vegetable & Fruit Classes 
1 Collection of Five Vegetables (The distinct kinds listed in 

classes 1‒20 & same number as in those classes) 
2 Four White Potatoes 
3 Four Coloured Potatoes 
4 Five Runner Beans (must be displayed with some stalk attached) 
5 Five Dwarf Beans (must be displayed with some stalk attached) 
6 Five Pods of Peas (must be displayed with some stalk attached) 
7 One Cucumber (ridge or greenhouse) 
8 One Pair of Squashes (any variety) 
9 Three Tomatoes (must be displayed with calyces) 
10 Five Cherry Tomatoes (must be displayed with calyces) 
11 One Truss of Tomatoes (Any Colour) 
12 Three Beetroot (Stalks trimmed to 3") 
13 Three Onions  
14 Heaviest Onion (as grown with foliage and roots intact) 
15 Three Parsnips  
16 One Marrow ( under 15" ) 
17 Three Carrots (Stalks trimmed to 3"/7cm) 
18 Three Courgettes (Max length 6") 
19 Three Sticks of Rhubarb 
20 Three Varieties of Herb (2 labelled stems of each) 
21 Longest Runner Bean  
22 One of Any Other Named Vegetable (not named above) 
23 Four Cooking Apples 
24 Four Eating Apples 
25 Eight Blackberries with Stalks 
26 Eight Strawberries with Stalks 
27 Eight Raspberries 
28 Plate of Any Other Named Fruit (not named above) 
29 The Funniest Vegetable or Fruit 
 

Flowers & Pot Plants (All cut flowers to be staged in vases) 
30 Three Stems of Hybrid Tea Roses 
31 One Floribunda Rose 
32 One Named Rose 
33 Six Stems of Garden Flowers (2 Stems of a kind) 
34 Any Three Decorative Dahlias (not Pompom) 
35 Three Pompon Dahlias  
36 One Specimen Dahlia 
37 Six Fuchsia Heads (displayed on a board) 
38 Six Pansy Heads (displayed on a board) 
39 Three Hydrangea Heads 
40 Three Gladioli 
41 One Specimen Gladiolus 
42 Five Sweet Peas (same variety) 
43 Pot Fuchsia  
44 Orchid Pot Plant 
45 Pot Plant ‒ max pot 7" 
46 Pot Plant ‒ over 7" pot 
47 Pot Fern 
48 Cactus 
 

Floral Art 
49 Arrangement in an Unusual Container 
50 Contemporary Arrangement to Include 3 Blooms 
51 Arrangement to incorporate a piece of wood (max 18”/45cm high) 
52 Vertical Arrangement (max 18"/45cm high) 
53 Table Decoration 
54 Miniature Arrangement (max 4"x4") 
 

Home Economics ‒ classes 59‒68 to be displayed on paper plates 
55 Jar of Marmalade 
56 Jar of Fruit Jam 
57 Jar of Lemon Curd 
58 Jar of Chutney 
59 Coffee & Walnut Cake 
60 Victoria Sandwich 
61 6 Decorated Homemade Biscuits ‒ Young Cook's (Under 15s) 

62 Lemon Drizzle Cake 
63 Four Flapjacks 
64 Fruit Cake  ***Men Only*** 
65 Two Shortcrust Pasties (Potatoes, 

meat, onion & seasoning) 
66 Four Handmade Bread Rolls 
67 Four Cheese Scones 
68 Four Scotch Eggs 
69 Handmade Loaf of Bread (max 

size 1lb/500g) 
70 Bottle of Flavoured Gin 
 

Craft Classes (All exhibits to be made by exhibitor and not 
previously entered in show) 
71 Oil Painting or Acrylic 
72 Water Colour or Pastels 
73 A Drawing In Any Medium  
74 Papercraft Item (quilling/parchment craft/paper cutting or folding) 
75 Any Item of Embroidery, Cross Stitch or Tapestry 
76 Any Item of Beadwork 
77 Limerick (any subject) 
78 Any Item of Patchwork 
79 Hand Knitted or Crocheted Jumper or Cardigan 
80 Homemade Toy (any craft) 
81 Photograph ‒ Landscape 
82 Photographic Collage 
83 Handmade Wooden Article 
84 Any Other Craft 
 

Children's Classes ‒ Open to Children who live in Abbotskerswell 
or attend the village school/preschool   
PLEASE WRITE AGE AGAINST EXHIBIT ‒ NB. AGES CORRESPOND 
TO SCHOOL YEARS 
85 Creature Made from A Pebble ‒ under school age 
86 Jewellery Made from Any Material ‒ under school age 
87 Model made from Fimo Clay ‒ YEARS 1‒3 
88 An Illustrated Story on a Piece of A4 Paper ‒ YEARS 1‒3 
89 Keepsake Box Using a Shoe Box ‒ YEARS 4‒6 
90 Model Made from Fimo Clay ‒ YEARS 4‒6 
91 Jewellery Made from Any Material ‒ YEARS 7‒11  
92 Homemade Birthday Card ‒ YEARS 7‒11 
93 Animal Made from Fruit and Vegtables ‒ any age under YR 11 
94 A Vehicle Model made from Junk ‒ any age under YEAR 11 
95 Best Edible Item Grown in a 20cm Pot ‒ any age under YEAR 11 
96 Finger Printed Flower ‒ Toddler Group only 
97 Collage of Your Family ‒ Pre-School only 
 

Abbotskerswell Primary School only 
98 Puffin Class ‒ Reception 
99 Robin Class ‒ Year 1  
100 Robin Class ‒ Year 2 
101 Swift Class ‒ Year 3 
102 Swift Class ‒ Year 4 
103 Kingfisher Class ‒ Year 5 
104 Kingfisher Class ‒ Year 6 
 

Garden Classes 
105 Garden in an Unusual Container (judged at show) 
106 Best Hanging Basket (judged at home) 
107 Best Kept Allotment/Vegetable Garden 
108 Best Kept Small Flower Garden 
109 Best Kept Large Flower Garden 
110 Best Wildlife Gardens 
111 Best Scarecrow - Open to Individual, Family or Business 
 

(Classes 106, 107, 108, 109 & 110 to be entered with Lynn Howard 
on 07702 092278 before Sunday 14th July) 

(Class 111 to be entered with Lynn Howard on 07702 092278  
before Monday 3rd June) 

ALL EXHIBITS ENTERED FREE OF CHARGE 
Prize Money—FIRST £3.00 SECOND £2 and THIRD £1 

Fruit Cake Recipe 
7oz (175g S R Flour) 
5oz (125g) Castor Sugar 
5oz (125g) Butter or Marg 
9oz (225g) Mixed Fruit 
3 eggs, 2oz (50g)  
Ground Almonds) 
Cook in a moderate oven in 
a 7” (18cm) tin 
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Once again we have some wonderfully talented people in the village. This 
time as writers and illustrators. 
 
Bryony Maunder has written the second book in a series about the adventures 
of Shag the Little Magic Dog, entitled Clowns, Chaos and Camels. It has been 
beautifully illustrated by Moira Devlin and is available to buy from Orchard 
Café & Deli at £6.99. 

 

The second book entitled Old World, written and illustrated by Steven Turner.  

A black cat and a pocket full of sea bass is not 
what you would usually expect to put you on the 
wrong side of time. 

After discovering a fat bottomed wood sprite with 
a penchant for blueberry cheesecake and fine wine was visiting his garden and 
being in possession of an over curious mind it was only a matter of time before 
things went pear shaped for John Living. 

Trapped in Old World and desperate to get home can a long dead, flatulent Aunt, 
an Ogre and a young, inexperienced Ancient (with a dodgy map) get him back to his 
own world before his timeline runs out? 

Can he also answer a puzzling question that was posed along the way… 

 
Available from Waterstones at £9.99 
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FEEL Relaxed, Happy, Radiant and 
Energised 

 
✓ Strengthen your immune system 

✓ Help with better sleep 
✓ Reduce stress levels 

✓ Ease your joints 
✓ Lift your energy 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

With Sue Mutlow EEM-CP, IIHHT 
www.positivestepsforgoodenergy.co.uk 

 
 
 

Tel: 01803 391628 / 0747 7921961 

Thursdays, Starting 7th March 
2.30 pm to 3.30 pm 

 
Abbotskerswell Village Hall 

 
Just £32 for 4 classes paid at first class 

Or £10 per individual class 
 

Please bring a yoga mat/towel and blanket 
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The following document is from the Wolborough Residents Association Newsletter regarding 
PCL Planning Application 18.01276/MAJ for NA3 Wolborough 

Planning Committee Meeting 12th February 2019  
 

Very unexpectedly and at very short notice Teignbridge brought forward this application for determination at a specially 
convened meeting held on 12th February. This was done with minimum permitted notice (five working days) and to 
support the Officer’s recommendation for approval, a quite appallingly scant and misleading document. Reference was 
made to the number of objections (350) and the topics but absolutely no detail on the basis of those objections. Further, 
the document misrepresented the position of Natural England. The proposal was for the Planning Committee to resolve to 
approve outline permission subject to a series of conditions being met by the developer; the terms of these conditions 
subject to determination by Officers in discussion with the developer. Subsequent monitoring and control of the 
development delegated to an Officer.  
 

Teignbridge justified the rush to approve the application on the basis that it was their best chance of imposing safeguards 
and achieve the best Section 106 terms (Section 106 is a legal agreement between an applicant seeking planning 
permission and the local planning authority, which is used to mitigate the impact of new homes on the local community 
and infrastructure). 
 

There was a large turnout of campaigners at Forde House, many of whom could not get into the Council Chamber as 
seating for residents was limited to the Gallery and no one other than the two speakers (Sam Watson of Bioscan UK and 
Paul Sampson) allowed on the floor of the Chamber. 
 

Sam Watson, a professional ecologist, speaking on behalf of the Wolborough Residents Association (WRA) and 
Abbotskerswell Parish Council (APC), said there were fundamental flaws in the Application which itself was almost identical to 
the 2017 application now subject to Appeal in March. There was the unproven impact of the development on the South Hams 
Special Area of Conservation; no new evidence has been adduced by the applicants even though there has been plenty of time 
to obtain data (the original application was lodged in July 2017). This key requirement has been established in case law (the 
result of our legal challenge of the Local Plan) leaving the Council open to legal challenge if permission was granted. Also, no 
evidence has been presented by the Applicants on the impact of development on the Wolborough Fen, a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest, which is subject to statutory obligations for its protection on the local authority. 
 

Paul Sampson (a Wolborough resident and Newton Say No member) spoke passionately expressing bafflement at how the 
Council could bring the application forward when there remained so many unresolved objections and the absence of any new 
evidence. The Council only last month approved spending £210,000 on producing a Development Plan Document for the whole 
NA3 allocation; a sum of public money that would be wasted if this application was granted. The Council were also flying in the 
face of Lord Justice Underhill’s judgement which requires demonstration beyond reasonable scientific doubt that there would 
be no adverse effects (on the Greater Horseshoe Bats) requiring a detailed survey be completed first. The Applicants have had 
sufficient time to carry out these surveys since first lodging an application (July 2017) but have not done so.  
 

Regarding the infrastructure, early delivery of the link road was essential but, as yet, the route has not been determined 
(surveys required). The application envisages a small estate road be installed but only after the first 500 homes have been 
built at the western end (Ogwell Cross). The approach of the Council in seeking a resolution to resolve to grant permission 
in the future was simply not good enough. It was a grave concern that the allocation and the high number of houses in the 
Local Plan had been pushed through largely by Councillors who were anxious to keep development in their wards to a 
minimum. Add to this PCL’s approach of threatening legal action at every turn. 
 

Rosalyn Eastman, Business Manager, Development Management (AKA Head of Planning) said the principle of 
development had been established (Local Plan NA3 allocation) and the application was for means of access. The 
application could not be held up by the production of the Development Plan Document. Without this development the 
Council would fall short of having a five-year supply of development land required by Central Government (even though 
they currently have nearly nine years!). Funding for the link road could only be secured when outline permission is given. 
They believed granting this application would give them the best opportunity to establish and control conditions for 
development. They could not give full permission until agreement is reached with Natural England regarding Greater 
Horseshoe Bats (and other protected species presumably). As a sweetener, she mentioned that Newton Abbot Town 
Council will receive 25% of CIL receipts (Community Infrastructure Levy). 
 

Councillor Jackie Hook said that this was the first time a Planning Committee meeting had been called to consider a single 
application. The Officer’s report lacked detail and had only two pages referring to the many detailed objections received. 
The public had the right to see evidence of these comments. The Committee was being asked to approve an application 
that was almost identical to one the Council will be defending at Appeal next month.  
 

Natural England have sent an email stating that the (Officer’s) report did not reflect their position and their objection 
outlined in February 2018 remained extant. Regarding the Wolborough Fen, at least one year of survey work and 
monitoring was required; there was no evidence for a change in that position and it was not acceptable if mitigation had 
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to be applied retrospectively. Enforcement powers were lacking so the Development Plan Document had to be in place 
first otherwise the decision would be open to challenge. Members (not Officers) should decide on S 106 contributions and 
the percentage of affordable housing. She reminded colleagues that Members must represent the public. 
 

Councillor Ann Jones referred to the site visit she attended (7th January 2019), her main concern being the infrastructure. 
 

Councillor Rob Haynes said the site epitomises the English countryside which provided a break between the communities 
of Abbotskerswell, Kingskerswell and the Town. The site inspection focussed his mind by what would be a total change in 
outlook from rolling green fields to a concrete jungle. He had voted against the Local Plan with concern that the 
Government was ignoring population predictions issued by the Office for National Statistics, the impact development 
would have on wildlife and the living environment. There were traffic issues and air quality concerns, particularly in 
Wolborough Street and Coach Road. There was no detail on the agreement between the landowners, affordability or how 
to manage flood risk and run-off. The impact on the Church also needed further consideration; the Development Plan 
Document would address these issues. 
 

An unfortunate intervention by Councillor Chris Clarence (he who in 2012 used his chairman’s casting vote to adopt the 
high housing number in the Local Plan) dragged the issue into the political arena. Unhelpful and irrelevant. 
 

Councillor Dennis Smith (who chaired the meeting very well) said Newton Abbot was the centre of where we live and there 
should be planning gain, reducing traffic particularly in Priory Road and Coach Road; however; building 500 houses before 
commencing a link road was unacceptable. The application did not show the design of the link road access. Further, the setting 
of St. Mary’s Church in an open countryside location apart from the adjacent Farm would be changed for all time. 
 

Councillor Ros Prowse agreed with all the sentiments expressed by fellow Councillors; it was a beautiful landscape, but it was in 
the Plan approved by the Secretary of State. Because of the issues Dawlish has suffered she was anxious that the same mistakes 
were not made here. Why include areas for care homes, who would buy them, and would these areas be converted back to 
housing land if they are not sold within six months? She could not see any detail on infrastructure which was a must. 
 

Councillor Alistair Dewhirst said the landscape features would be lost and there were concerns over the Fen. He was 
concerned about an increase in the number of vehicles on the roads and the timing of the link road. The removal of the 
300 houses limit before road construction was a retrograde step. He was impressed by Sam Watson and Paul Sampson’s 
contribution and passion. 
 

Councillor John Nutley was concerned about the environment; they saw deer during the site visit. There has been no work 
on either on-site or in-combination adverse effects of this development. He was also concerned that the housing numbers 
were being dictated by Central Government and not based on local need. 
 

Councillor Mike Pilkington referred to the excellent service he received from the NHS. Could the NHS cope with the 
increased demand on their services when they were already under severe pressure? He referred to the benefits of 
physical breaks between settlements and pointed out that legislation did allow for a deviation from a local plan if the 
reasons were there. He went on to point out where this application was contrary to policies in the Local Plan; specifically, 
S22 g – integrity of the green infrastructure and maintenance of biodiversity; impact on health of the area, human, bats 
and birds etc. It was important to retain hedges and the countryside intact as far as possible. He was opposed to the 
application until answers were provided. 
 

Councillor Mary Colclough said the development would have a major effect on Abbotskerswell; separation of settlements 
was important but under this application only the width of a football pitch would remain. She was concerned about the 
Officer’s recommendation which was rushed through with many questions unanswered. There were issues of the impact 
on Wolborough Fen, mineral planning and surface water, not to mention the 350 objections. Were councillors listening? 
She believed that it was important to consider all points and the issue was too important to be rushed as it would affect a 
large number of people for ever. 
 

Councillor Robert Keeling said Chudleigh had the largest Greater Horseshoe Bat roost in the South Hams Special Area of 
Conservation and a Site of Special Scientific Interest, protection of which would be weakened by this development.  
 

Councillor Gordon Hook (who is not on the Planning Committee) said as a County Councillor he was concerned about 
roads and the impact of NA3 on the whole Town and surrounds. Moving the threshold from 300 to 500 houses was wrong 
and from the experience at Buckland (additional 133 houses) generated significant extra traffic movements which, when 
extrapolated to the commencement NA3 with 500 houses and no link road, would be 1260 extra vehicle movements 
during the day. There needed to be a coherent public transport policy and measures taken to address air pollution. He also 
felt the application should be brought back for democratic scrutiny. 
Councillor Reg Windsor agreed with Gordon Hook which he said summed the whole matter up. 
 

Councillor Clarence said that he agreed the number of houses being foisted on the District by Central Government was 
wrong, but they were in the Plan. [Secretary’s Note: The Department of the Environment Protocol for Planning Committees 
does permit a local plan to be amended, in fact it urges annual and five-yearly reviews, provided there are genuine reasons.] 
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After some further debate the reasons for refusal were agreed and are as follows: 
 

1. There is insufficient information available at present to conclude beyond reasonable scientific doubt that the 
proposals will not have an adverse effect on the integrity of the South Hams Special Area of Conservation as 
required under the 2017 Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations.  The proposals are therefore contrary 
to policy NA3, EN9 and EN10 of the Teignbridge Local Plan 2013–2033, National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) and National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG). 

2. The proposals, as submitted, do not provide for delivery of a road that connects the site from east to west at a 
point in time that allows for a sustainable community to be established. The provision of this link at an early 
stage in the development of the allocation is considered to be vital for mitigating the impact of traffic across the 
wider local area, managing air quality, place-making and access to public transport, community facilities and 
services. The proposals are therefore contrary to policy NA3, and S5 of the Teignbridge Local Plan 2013–2033, 
the NPPF and the NPPG. 

3. No adequate mechanism for securing necessary S106 Obligations has been made, contrary to Policy NA3 and S5 
of the Teignbridge Local Plan 2013–2033 the NPPF and the NPPG. 

4. Insufficient detail relating to the monitoring of impacts on the Wolborough Fen SSSI has been provided to ensure 
that unacceptable harm would not occur. The proposals are therefore contrary to policy NA3 and EN9 of the 
Teignbridge Local Plan 2013–2033, the NPPF and the NPPG. 

 

Two observations were of particular note. Firstly, before the meeting the Conservative group of Councillors met briefly in the 
Chamber; perhaps they realised which way the wind was blowing so it was interesting to see the departure of some of the 
Conservative Councillors before the meeting began, why? Then, at the start of the meeting, Councillor Phil Bullivant 
(Conservative) recused himself because of a conflict of interest which presumably has only arisen in the last few days. Why do 
we have to suffer party politics at local government level? All councillors should be acting in the best interests of the District. 
 

Perhaps even more concerning was the reasoning behind nobody from the WRA, APC or Newton Says No being allowed to 
sit in the Chamber to support our speakers and only a limited number allowed into the public gallery above. From our side 
only the two speakers, Paul Sampson and Sam Watson, were allowed into the Chamber. However, throughout 
proceedings Anthony Rew was in the Chamber sat next to Phil Shears, Managing Director of Teignbridge Council!  
 

Following the meeting Councillor Dennis Smith was interviewed for Devon Live. You can listen to this interview via the 
following link: https://www.devonlive.com/news/public-gallery-erupts-cheers-1200-2535213 
 

Of particular note is his questioning of the viability of the development towards the end of the interview. 

‘Are these sheep at Ruby Farm playing a game?’   Photo by villager Jeff Collings 

https://www.devonlive.com/news/public-gallery-erupts-cheers-1200-2535213
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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held  
Monday 28th January 2019 at Parish Rooms, Abbotskerswell  

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 

Present Cllr Mrs W Grierson, Cllr Mrs A Allen, C Cllr A 
Dewhirst (from item 4), Cllr K Eales, Cllr P Marino, Cllr C 
Ward, Cllr Mrs M Colclough, D Cllr D Smith. 
 

In Attendance  Amy Walkden – Tree Warden, Nick Taylor – 
Allotments, 1 member of the public.  
 

Apologies for Absence – Cllr Mrs L Clowes. 
 

Declarations of interest  
1) Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – Minutes of 

the Parish Council meeting Monday 17th December 
2018 – these have been distributed and read, 
Proposed by Cllr P Marino & seconded by Cllr Mrs A 
Allen with all in agreement and duly signed by the 
Chairman – Cllr Mrs W Grierson. 
 

2) Public Time (Limited to 15 Minutes)  
a) Tree on the edge of stream at the rear of properties in 

Manor Close. This may belong to one of the properties 
and the land registry will be consulted to try and 
ascertain this.  

b) Police Report – Five incidents reported in the parish in 
November 2018. 

 

 Crime on or near Sports/recreation Area: Vehicle crime x 1 
 Crime on or near Old Cider Works Lane: Criminal damage x 1 
 Crime on or near Monks Orchard: Vehicle crime x 1 
 Crime on or near Berry Close: Vehicle crime x 2 

 

3) Planning Applications & Decisions 
Applications received from Teignbridge District 
Council 

a) Application no 18/02532/FUL – Mr M Tucker – 
Abbotsmeade – Rear Extension – This is a re-
application which does not include the pitched roof 
on the garage as was in the first application. No 
objections from the Parish Council provided the 
garage is not included in this re-application as it is still 
shown on the re-submitted plans – proposed by Cllr P 
Marino & seconded by Cllr K Eales with all in 
agreement.  

b) Application no 18/02538/FUL – Mrs L Banks – 24 
Wilton Way – Two Storey Rear Extension. No 
objections subject to approval of the application by 
South West Water as the extension proposed will 
cover a manhole. All in agreement.  

c) Application no 19/00054/FUL – Mr P Barber – Coombe 
Cottage – Replacement Garage. No objections proposed 
by Cllr P Marino and seconded by Cllr Mrs W Grierson – 
4 in agreement, 2 abstentions.  

d) Application no 19/00119/FUL – Mr & Mrs Moss – 10 
Manor Gardens – Single storey side/rear extension 
and enlarge dormers to rear. No objections from the 
Parish Council – all in agreement.  

 

Decisions Received from Teignbridge District Council. 
a) Grant of Consent – Application no 18/02255/TPO – Mr 

P Richards – Grange Copse – Coppicing and pollarding 
of sixteen trees mostly ash and hornbeam near the 
northern boundary. 

 

4) Matters Arising 
a) Neighbourhood Plan, NA3 update and housing needs 

survey. 
1) Cllr Mrs A Allen reported that information on 

this has gone out in Feb AbbTalk, the documents 
are ready in envelopes to go out in the March 
AbbTalk issue and posters are being displayed 
throughout the village to make everyone aware 
its going out. 

2) Cllr K Eales reported on meetings which have 
been held – TDC have put in a bid for money to 
develop a Development Plan Document for NA3.  
This has been approved by TDC and there will 
now be 12 to 18 months of data collected to 
develop the plan. Bat detector data has been 
collected from April to November, this will now 
go onto the Devon Wildlife Trust Bat Data 
records. There is significant Greater Horseshoe 
Bat activity recorded in the area and the Lesser 
Horseshoe Bat activity is also now being 
analysed. CPRE are happy to leave the equipment 
with Abbotskerswell for another year which will 
give another lot of data for this year.    

b) Parish Council Vacancy – This has now been 
advertised. Cllr Mrs W Grierson reported that this will 
be Cllr Eales last meeting before he leaves for France 
but he has agreed to remain on the Parish Council 
whilst NA3 is ongoing and he will do the reports and 
work from France. All Cllrs are in agreement with this. 
Cllr Mrs W Grierson has agreed to also stay on the 
Parish Council for the moment whilst NA3 is ongoing.  

 

5)   Correspondence – none received. 
 

Matters not requiring discussion placed in the folder to be 
circulated. 
 

6) Main Agenda 
a) Report from County Cllr A Dewhirst – see written 

report attached to the minutes. 
b) Report from District Cllr M Colclough & District Cllr D 

Smith – see written report attached to the minutes. 
Cllr Mrs M Colclough reported – TDC budget, Council 
tax will increase and residents have until the 1st Feb to 
give their views, car parking still free on Sundays and 
other fees will be frozen, housing needs for the District 
a session for Town and Parish Councils will be 
organised in the near future a date to be advised.  

c) Natural Environment  
a. Tree Warden Report – Amy Walkden reported 

that she will meet with Mark Waddams this 
week to discuss the starting of the tree asset 
register and hedgerow monitoring.  

b. Allotments Report – Mr Nick Taylor reported 
access into Football Field was going to be 
improved. He will contact Kevin Farrelly who 
was dealing with this.  
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2019 PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CONTACT POINTS 
 

(Vice Chairman) Cllr K Eales 
9 Grange Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PJ,  

01626 331947 or kevin@eales.eu 

District Cllr Mrs M Colclough 
1 Borthay Orchard, Abbotskerswell  

01626 367176 or marycolclough2@gmail.com 

Cllr P Marino (Chair—Planning) 
31 Wilton Way, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PG 

01626 353889 or paul@jmarino.freeserve.co.uk 

(Chairperson) Mrs W Grierson 
Abbotsford, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell  

01626 353701 or wendytq12@btinternet.com 

Cllr Mrs Liz Clowes 
Mote Cottage, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell 

01626 332092 or liz_taylor@live.co.uk  

Cllr Mrs Ann Allen 
Tree Tops, 1 Forde Close, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5NN 

01626 330965 or annallen1000@gmail.com 

Cllr C Ward 
15 Laburnum Terrace, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PT 

07813030661 or craigjward@yahoo.co.uk 

District Cllr D Smith 
Karinya, 9 Crockers Way, Ipplepen, TQ12 5QZ 

County Cllr Alistair Dewhirst 
Waterside, Dornafield Road, Ipplepen, TQ12 5SG 

Clerk: Sharon Raggett 
34 Balland Park, Ashburton TQ13 7BE 

01364 654607 or sharon.raggett@sky.com 

d) Transport and Accessibility 
a. Emergency Planning Committee report –  

nothing to report, Kevin Farrelly has stood down 
as Chair now and the replacement will need to be 
a Parish Councillor after the May elections.  

b. P3 Report – Wood Lane – Public Footpath sign 
has disappeared and at Court Grange some 
directional signs are needed. Cllr C Ward will 
report these online.  

c. DCC, Highways, Potholes, Roads & Hedges – Cllr 
Mrs W Grierson met with Simon Birbeck and 
trimmed the evergreen oak on the green, he is 
also going to clear the Quaker Burial Ground.  

e) Economy and Employment  
f) Community, Facilities and Assets 

a. Abbotskerswell Recreation Association report – Cllr 
P Marino reported that the new play equipment is 
being discussed and as half the money has been 
raised the work will be done in two phases 1 & 2, 
phase 1 will start as soon as possible and the 
Lottery grant will be applied for to top up the 
monies to the £50,000 needed to finish the project. 
ARA draw collection for this year, a proposal has 
been put forward to stop doing the collection and 
to increase the Precept to ensure that each villager 
contributes to the maintaining of the play area. All 
Cllrs were in agreement with this proposal which 
will be looked at in item h) Precept.  Fireworks – it 
was decided that it will go ahead again this year 
with a date to be decided. 

b. Village Hall Report – Cllr P Marino reported that 
building regs for kitchen will shortly be 
submitted and match funding will be looked at 
for getting further monies towards this. Garden 
show this year on 27th July and new schedule is 
now being drawn up.  

c. Consultations. 
d. Communications Committee Report. 

g) Reports from Parish Councillors of any external 
meetings or Committees. 
a. TALC – nothing to report.  
b. Stoneycombe Liasion – nothing to report. 

h) Precept 2019/2020 – £27,250.00 – this has been increased 
by £2,000 which works out at £3 extra per household 
to cover the ARA playground costs in replacement of 
the ARA draw which will no longer take place.  
  

7) Cheques for Signature/Finances   
 

Parish Council 
Cheque no 1672 = £20.00 – Ashburton Post Office (Stamps). 
Cheque no 1673 = £159.54 (vat £26.59) – C K Farrelly (Defib 

Battery). 
Cheque no 1674 = £50.00 – C Bloxidge (Litter Pick December 2018). 
Cheque no 1675 = £48.00 (vat £8.00) – Clystnet  (Web Support). 
Cheque no 1676 = £76.96 (vat £0.83) – British Gas (Toilet 

Electric). 
Cheque no 1677 = £192.46 (vat £7.02) – British Gas (Pavillion 

Electric). 
Cheque no 1678 = £33.00 – Sharon Raggett (Paper and Ink Carts). 
Cheque no 1679 = £506.36 – Sharon Raggett (Wages January 2019). 
Cheque no 1680 = £187.92 – Kath Roscoe (Cleaning January 2019). 

Abbotskerswell Recreation Association 
Cheque no 1219 = £50.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1220 = £20.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1221 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1222 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1223 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1224 = £5.00 – ARA Draw.  
 

Bank Balances 
ARA Account Balance January 2019 = £9,314.68 
Village Events Account – £551.28 (held within ARA Account) 
Parish Council Bank Balance January 2019 = £39,572.89 
P3 = £700.00 (held within Parish Council Account). 
 

Proposed by Cllr  P Marino & seconded by Cllr Mrs A Allen  
with all in agreement. 
 

8) Any Items to go onto next Parish Council Meeting’s 
Agenda. 

9) ARA Draw October 2018. 
 

£50 – 499 – Mr Plummer – 33 Manor Road 
£20 – 102 – Mrs Pappas – 5 Forde Close 
£5 – 313 – Mrs Vowles – 2 St Marys Close 
£5 – 598 – Matt Bovey – Court Farm Inn, Abbotskerswell 
£5 – 312 – Mr Scarr – 1 Grange View 
£5 – 7 – Mrs S Chambers – 3 Hillside Cottages, Totnes Road 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.26pm 
Next Parish Council Meeting Abbotskerswell Parish Rooms – 
Monday 25th February 2019 @ 7.30pm. 
 

ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO HAS SPECIAL NEEDS 
AND REQUIRES A COPY   OF THESE MINUTES SENT TO THEM 
– PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK – 01364 654607 
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Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 
Playing matters 

Preparation for the new season has begun. New captain 
Nick Watkin is keen to see as many interested players as 
possible taking advantage of the indoor net sessions 
provided by the club. These have already begun and there 
is a buzz in the air as everyone gears up for the challenges 
of the 2019 season. There are net sessions as follows: 

Friday 1 March from 8:00 – 9:00 at the Cricket Centre, 
Exeter University. 

Friday 8 March from 7:30 – 8:30pm at Cuthbert Mayne 
School Paignton. 

Fridays 15 & 22 March from 8:00 – 9:00 at the Cricket 
Centre, Exeter University. 

Friday 29 March from 7:30 – 8:30pm at Cuthbert Mayne 
School Paignton. 

Friday 5 April from 8:00 – 9:00 at the Cricket Centre, 
Exeter University. 

Junior sessions are also taking place. For details contact 
Geordie Catley coltsabbotscc@gmail.com  

 

Club house improvements 

Work has been continuing to upgrade the clubhouse 
facilities. The club is extremely grateful to Abbotskerswell 
Parish Council, Ogwell Parish Council, Canada Hill School 
and our district councillor Mr Dennis Smith for their 
support in our application for funding for a new kitchen, a 
refurbished bar and other clubhouse improvements. The 
money received will help us continue to work on the 
projects outlined in our development plan so we can 
provide a pleasant environment and a facility that meets 
the demands of a modern sports club, and one of which the 
local community can be proud. 
 
 

If members of the local community wish to offer help with 
this work or just some time to help ensure the club is in 
pristine condition for the start of the new season then why 

not join us in NatWest Cricket Force Day on Saturday 30 
March 10:00am–4:00pm. This is a nationwide event organised 
to bring communities together in support of their local cricket 
clubs. We have a list of jobs both large and small, labour 
intensive and just simple and relaxing but all in a spirit of fun. 
Why not come along and give an hour or two? If you want to 
know more or offer your services contact the Chairman 
Paul Mitchell (abbotsccchairman@gmail.com), Vice 
Chairman Richard Codd (abbotsarmy@gmail.com) or 
Secretary Steve Cooper (s.j.c.cooper@btinternet.com). As 
always for further information on the club please consult 
the website www.abbotskerswellcc.com or follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter. 
 

100 Club and Sponsorship 
 

Many thanks to those who have responded to the appeal in 
the last issue to join the monthly 100 club fund-raiser. We 
are also contacting existing match ball and advertising 
board sponsors asking them to renew for 2019. Several 
have done so already for which grateful thanks. If the 
request letter is still in your pending tray then this may 
prompt you to act. For any who have never previously 
taken out a sponsorship but maybe would like to support 
your local cricket club and especially the provision it makes 
to engage local youngsters then it is not too late to let us 
know. If you want to know about either the 100 Club or 
sponsorship details please contact the Club Treasurer Keith 
Shakesheave  familyshake22@gmail.com  
 

Looking forward to the new outdoor season which will 
begin in mid-April. 

 

Andy Rose 
01626-351886 

 

 

Love reading but you can’t 
get to your library 

The Home Library Service 
can bring BOOKS – CDs etc to your door for FREE 

Contact 
KINGSKERSWELL LIBRARY 

01803 873723 

There is a box in St Mary’s Church  for the 
collection of non-perishable foodstuff for 
the Teignbridge Foodbank.  
All donations are gratefully received and 
the box is emptied regularly. Thank you. 

mailto:coltsabbotscc@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100002940295197&fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARDonsBe-Ho6fVxxJuczU84ahMwW6hmKIicvfEh57ppyPiXmBH11FdWJDQVmo3-dAryanKM9v5fSnd6o&dti=326479134148432&hc_location=group
mailto:abbotsccchairman@gmail.com
mailto:abbotsarmy@gmail.com
mailto:s.j.c.cooper@btinternet.com
http://www.abbotskerswellcc.com
mailto:familyshake22@gmail.com
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Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club 
As the league season is coming to a close we have one remaining league game away to Exminster. We are currently still 
top of the league 17 points clear of second place Christow who still have three home games to play. It is going to be a 
close finish to the league. 

Over the last few weeks we have won three and lost two 
matches all of which have been close knit matches with 
both teams playing well on the night. 

I have been very pleased the way everyone has pulled 
together and worked well as a team. Lets hope we can 
finish on a high. 

Abbotskerswell are looking for new bowlers young and old 
to join our club so why not come down and give it a try. We 
are at the village hall on Mondays and Thursdays at 7.15 till 
9.30 tea and biscuits provided and all the equipment you 
need to start. The first three nights are free then £2.50 
thereafter. For more details please phone. 

Contact Ray on 01803 875496 or Mark on 07759 472873 anytime for more details. 
Captain – Mark Webber 

Abbotskerswell Recreation Association 
 

The monthly ARA Draw is sadly coming to an end, unless you wish to participate to enable it to continue. If not we are 
hopeful the school will be doing something similar rather than it disappears all together. 

As I am sure many of our parishioners will be aware it would soon be time for the ARA members, the netball ladies, the 
parish councillor’s to knock on the door of your house to collect your annual £5 or more towards the draw, well sadly we 
will not be coming this year! After 11 years of coordinating the people that walk for me, sorting out all the areas, collecting 
the monies to give to Sharon Raggett (Clerk to the Parish Council), putting all the numbers in the envelope for the parish 
council meeting, the help my family have given me to carry on coordinating the draw – the last numbers will come out of 
the hat at the March meeting of the PC. 

I have tried to get someone to carry on doing the draw as I feel I have done my share of it over 11 years but at the time of 
writing no-one has come forward. It is not for everyone to knock on doors and collect monies, but it is a good way of 
knowing your neighbours! 

I have so many people to thank if I list everyone then it would be over 50 people that have tirelessly walked to collect 
money to keep our village recreation area in the condition it is in, on average raising around £2000 a year. How many 
villagers have a double tennis court, a play area for all ages, plus a community spirit that makes Abbotskerswell what it is. 

When I paid my first £5, Norman Colclough walked and knocked on everyone’s house as he thought it was a brilliant idea 
to start a 200 club in the village to raise monies for the play park and it has been going for approximately over 30 years. I 
suppose you could say it has had an excellent run. I hope the school find success with it if they participate on a much 
smaller scale and within the school. 

I could not let the ARA draw go without thanking just one person – John Whitehead – he was a member of the ARA and if 
anytime any one of my 17 walkers (that is how many routes the village was broken into to walk and collect from) let me 
down, were ill, or for whatever reason John would always take on that round to help me out, besides doing his normal 
round at Odle Hill – one year he walked 3 rounds for me.  

I have been asked by the school to attend their PTFA meeting in March, I am happy to advise them regarding the draw on a 
much smaller scale, obviously should this come to fruition all the details would be in AbbTalk. I hope some of you feel you 
can help the school to proceed with the funding they always need to keep the school as it is and re-do some of the tired 
facilities.  

The parish council have minuted that this year’s precept will be upped to give the ARA the monies it needs to replace the 
draw monies, this would mean that every householder in Abbotskerswell is contributing to the recreation area as a whole. 

It just remains to thank everyone who took part in the draw, paid their monies and helped the ARA throughout this time.  

Ann Down 
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"Oh, Isabella..." 
 

Isabella is a gorgeous flat coat retriever with buckets of energy. Her owners, Margaret and Keith, adore her and the 
entire Amity Team leap for joy when Izzy and her family are coming to visit. She has had her fair share of medical drama 
to get through. After last year’s major surgery to address her heart murmur no-one expected her to have to have 
another surgery so soon. 
 

A few months ago Margaret noticed a rather unusual mass on Izzy’s belly. She was brought straight to us where Lennon 
took a sample of the mass. The mass was diagnosed as being a histiocytoma; a benign mass that was expected to go 
down. A close eye was kept on the mass for a few weeks, but no improvement was made and the mass had doubled in 
size. At this point Keith and Margaret had increasing concerns for Izzy and made the brave decision to have the mass 
removed. Lennon removed the entire mass and used a special suture technique in order to close the surgical site. 
The mass was then sent away to be analysed. Results came back that the mass had not turned into anything more and 
had been removed fully. After a few weeks of rest, Izzy is now back causing chaos everywhere she goes and Keith and 
Margaret can rest easy knowing she is all better. 
 

See the pictures below for the surgery. 
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Registered in England No. 4694508. Registered Office 32 Monk Street, Abergavenny, Monmouthshire, NP7 5NW 

Hedgelands Financial Services Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, FCA Registration Number 624282 

We have been asked by clients about the effect of Brexit on their investments. In global terms, Brexit is less of an issue than Trump’s 
trade battles with China and other economic groups. Britain’s economy seems to be faring better than many other European countries, 
a fact that is ignored by the news. The following article provides some sensible advice. 

DURING TIMES OF ECONOMIC OR MARKET UNCERTAINTY, SHARE PRICES WILL INEVITABLY TAKE A HIT. ALTHOUGH IT IS LIKELY TO BE 
UNCOMFORTABLE, THERE IS NO NEED FOR INVESTORS TO PANIC; IN FACT, THESE TIMES CAN OFFER AN OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW 
YOUR PORTFOLIO AND ENSURE IT’S POSITIONED TO WEATHER ANY STORMS THAT MIGHT LIE AHEAD.  

THIS DOESN’T MEAN YOU NEED TO MAKE SWEEPING CHANGES – AFTER ALL, WEATHERPROOFING YOUR HOUSE AGAINST THE WINTER 
DOESN’T MEAN YOU TEAR IT DOWN AND REBUILD IT FROM SCRATCH. INSTEAD, YOU MAKE SENSIBLE, INCREMENTAL CHANGES THAT 
PROVIDE SOME ADDITIONAL STRENGTH.  

WITH THAT IN MIND, HERE ARE TEN PRACTICAL TIPS TO HELP YOU FIGHT OFF THE WORST EFFECTS OF DIFFICULT TIMES. 

1) DIVERSIFY – It is the basic number-one rule of investing, but it can need reaffirming. Different asset classes perform well or poorly at 
different times. If your portfolio is exposed to a single asset class – for example, equities – its performance will follow the fortunes of the 
equity market and returns are likely to be volatile. However, if your portfolio contains a selection of different asset classes and is spread 
across different countries and regions of the world, the various elements can perform differently at different times – so if one is doing 
badly, another may well be performing better and so could help to compensate. 

2) LOOK OUTSIDE YOUR HOME MARKET – With diversification in mind, perhaps you could start looking overseas for opportunities. A UK-
focused portfolio might seem a sensible and conservative option for a UK-based investor. However, this strategy leaves you and your 
portfolio at the mercy of domestic sentiment. Other areas of the world may offer a more positive outlook or could simply be better 
placed to help you through any domestic downturn. You need to be aware of the different risks involved with different international 
markets but even a small step into, say, other developed western economies could help to diversify some of your risk. 

3) BE PREPARED TO ROLL WITH THE PUNCHES – Your attitude during negative periods is as important as your portfolio’s structure. 
Economies simply do not keep growing indefinitely and recessions and stock market downturns are likely to happen from time to time. 
Successful investors tend to be pragmatic and realistic: they invest for the long term and expect that, while there will be good times, 
there will also be some bad ones. A short-term downturn should not be a reason to panic. 

4) LOOK BEYOND THE ECONOMIC DATA – Remember that economic data releases are backward-looking. At the start of a slowdown, 
figures may continue to appear positive, perhaps contradicting our everyday experiences as old numbers remain in the calculation. 
Similarly, once economic growth begins to recover, it will take a while to be fully reflected in the new data. Headlines that scream “worst 
figures for 30 years” may confirm what we have just been through but do not necessarily reflect the prospects for tomorrow. What they 
often do, however, is fan the flames of investor uncertainty – not to mention sell newspapers. 

5) CASH IS NOT NECESSARILY KING – Investment is as much about protecting against potential downsides as it is about targeting maximum 
growth. High returns are often associated with high risk, and not everyone is comfortable with the idea that their investment might fall 
by a third or more overnight. A financial adviser will make a detailed assessment of your attitude to risk before making any 
recommendations. They will also ensure you do not put all your eggs in one basket by helping you diversify not only across asset classes 
but also across accounts, individual funds, and product providers. 

6) GO FOR QUALITY – During recessions and stock market downturns, high-quality and financially strong companies tend to bear up better 
than their newer or more debt-laden peers. A tough environment helps to separate the wheat from the chaff and struggling companies 
may be forced to cut their dividends or release negative trading statements. Holding quality stocks, therefore, could help you ride out 
some of the storm. It is also worth noting that, if the equity market is falling across the board, this provides a great opportunity to pick up 
quality stocks at relatively cheap prices. 

7) ASSESS YOUR EXPOSURE TO SMALLER COMPANIES – Historically, as an asset class, smaller companies have been worse affected during 
periods of recession than their larger counterparts. You therefore need to be sure of your attitude to risk before you decide to take any 
significant positions in smaller companies: when things are going well, they can offer the possibility of greater gains than their larger 
peers, but when things are going badly, the losses can be much greater. If volatility makes you nervous or if your portfolio is relatively 
small, you could consider reducing your exposure to smaller companies and perhaps reinvest into some less adventurous choices. 

8) CHECK IF YOU ARE OVEREXPOSED – Different industry sectors tend to perform well at different stages of the investment cycle. During an economic 
slowdown, some companies are less sensitive to the effects of that slowdown because demand remains largely unaffected – for example, 
companies in sectors such as food retailing, pharmaceuticals and utilities. Consequently, these tend to hold up better than, for example, leisure 
companies and housebuilders, which depend on households having money to spare. It is usually worth holding onto high-quality companies, 
regardless of short-term hitches, but this might be a good time to ensure you are not overexposed to any one sector or region. 

9) THINK LONG TERM – A recession is commonly defined as two consecutive quarters of negative growth (as measured by gross domestic 
product or GDP). Six months in the average life of a portfolio, however, is hardly a great deal of time. Even if we allow for the negative 
behaviour of markets before and after the publication of these sets of data, six months is not long compared with, say, the 20-plus years 
over which we plan for our retirements. If your portfolio continues to meet your personal criteria and is well diversified, a period of 
recession should not cause you to change your plans. Sometimes doing nothing can be the best course of action. 

10) THIS IS A FIRE DRILL – NOT A FIRE - Remember the saying ‘If you can keep your head when all about you are losing theirs…’? Market 
downturns are a great practical example of this maxim. A fire drill is a good thing: the fire might never actually occur but if the worst 
happens, at least you can be confident you have taken all the appropriate precautions. The real trick is to make sure you plan your 
portfolio properly at the outset, with the help of an expert. Then, when a downturn strikes, you can stay calm and review your situation 
sensibly and with confidence, rather than be panicked into any radical and potentially unprofitable change. 

Email; ifa@hedgelands.com, web: www.hedgelands.com 
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2019 for The Twinners began with their annual general meeting. 

30 of us started with welcome drinks 
followed by a meal cooked by members – 2 
types of chilli, chicken Normandie and a 
choice of puds. We then got down to the less 
serious business of the evening – the AGM. 
Chairman Julie Arrow gave a report of her 
year in office listing what we had achieved in 
2018.  

 
 

We held a couple of 
quizzes, an Indoor Olympic Games night, an afternoon tea, a barbecue, 
helping at Abbfest, an ‘open afternoon’ with an illustrated talk by wildlife 
author and film-maker Andrew Cooper, our Christmas dinner-dance and in 
September a ‘free night’ where we enjoyed just chatting to each other and 
catching up after the summer break. It was also the year that we hosted our 
French friends. Julie recounted how we visited the village school before 
taking our guest to Exeter for the day. They had a guided tour of the 
cathedral with lunch in The Chapter House followed by shopping. The French 
always seem to enjoy our Safari Supper and a day with their hosts. The 
Saturday night ended with a dance in the village hall and a buffet banquet. 
Through the year the ATA kept our links with the school. 

Julie’s report was followed by the Treasurers report telling us of our healthy 
financial state. 

Elections were then held with chairman Julie Arrow being voted in for her 
second year, and Liz Clowes taking on the role of vice-chairman. Likewise secretary Sandra Eales. The committee 
volunteers are Linda Banks, Celia Rose, Rosemary Whiffin, Jane Kendall, Dorne Cornelius, John Whitehead, Alan Kitchen 
and Andrew Rose. 

 

 

 

 

2019 is looking good for 
the ATA with our trip to 
Normandy in May being 
a highlight. We have 
some seats available on 
our coach, so if you 
fancy a few days in 
Cherbourg see page 16 
for details.  

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

Chairman Julie Arrow 
giving her report 

Supper over – time for the Twinners AGM  

The ATA committee and officers 
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ORGANISATIONS IN ABBOTSKERSWELL 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

Twinned with Le Pre d' Auge & Les Monceaux in Normandy. Visit and 
host twinning friends' alternate years. Members meet for a Social 
evening and supper. Middle of each month usually in Church House. 
Contact: Sandra Eales 331947 or Andrew Rose 351886 

Ladies Badminton Session 

Tuesday evenings 8.00–9.30pm Village Hall. Contact Marilyn 
Whitefoot 361275 

AbbPast 

Church House at 7.30pm on the second Monday of every month. 
Speakers on historical topics both local and further afield.  Contact: 
Pete Wade 01626 366032 

Church House 

Hall and full kitchen facilities with central heating and flexible lighting 
available to book. Also see under www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 
Contact: Mik Wordsworth 01626 352279 

Abbotskerswell Bellringers 

We are a small friendly group meeting on Thursday evenings from 7pm–
8pm. We would love to welcome some new members. You do not have to be 
musical – just be able to count to six! Contact Liz Smyth-Osbourne on 368400 or 
just come along to the church on Thursday evening. 

Abbotskerswell Singers 

The choir meets for rehearsals at Church House every Wednesday from 
7:30–9:00pm. Anyone over the age of 16yrs who is interested in the 
possibility of joining is welcome to come along preferably after contacting 
the Chairman or Musical Director. Main concerts are at Christmas and 
late May/early June. Contact: Nicola Smith 01626 332258 

Abbotskerswell Netball Club 

Training every Monday 7.15–8.45pm Abbotskerswell Recreation Area 
court – £1 a session. Contact: Jen Henwood 01626 364080 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 

Players of all ages and abilities welcome. We run 2 Devon League sides 
on Saturdays, a Sunday league side and also play friendly sides, with 
training on Tuesday nights from April. Colts coaching for boys and girls 
from 6 upwards takes place on Friday nights from 6:00pm. Colts teams 
from Under 10 to Under 17 play in local leagues. Contact Paul Mitchell 
07778-017326 or Richard Codd 07774 658464 for details.  

South Devon Model Railway Society 

Meet every Thursday from 7:30pm upstairs at Church House. We 
have working layouts in OO and N scale where members can run 
their own models. Refreshments available. Contact John Whitehead 
on 01626 361997  

Emergency Planning Group 

In the event of flooding we have appointed Dave Wilds as the Flood 
Warden for the village. Should you require any help, or sandbags to 
protect your property, then please contact Dave on: 01626 355541 or 
07779 685788 

Abbotskerswell Allotment Association 
Contact: Margaret Crompton on: 01626 367964 

Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club 

Monday and Thursday 7.15–9.30pm Abbotskerswell Village Hall 
Contact: Ray Vyse 01803 875496 

Abbotskerswell Ladies Group 
1st Monday of the month 8.00pm in the Parish Rooms. Contact 
Sylvia Hallett on 01626 365411 

Abbotskerswell Knit & Natter Group 

Meet alternate Mondays in the Parish Rooms. Contact: Ann Allen on: 
01626 330965 

 

Parish Rooms—Free WiFi available 

To book the rooms please contact Lynn Howard on 351564.  

USEFUL TIMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Hospital Visiting and Opening Times: 

TORBAY:  01803 614567 / Visiting usually 14:00–16:30 & 18:30–20:00 

Some wards may vary. Please check here: 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes 

or phone: 0300 456 8000 (local rate) or 01803 614567 

NEWTON ABBOT: Phone 01626 324500 

Minor Injuries Unit: 08:00 am–08:00 pm, every day 

CHIP VAN  Outside Central@Model Stores – Mon 4.30pm–6pm 

Central @ MODEL STORES—SHOP & POST OFFICE 

Tel: 01626 333387 

Open 7 days a week  7am–8pm 

Bins – 7.00am Wednesdays 

(recycling boxes will be collected by different vehicles) 

Any queries ring Teignbridge Services 01626 361101 or 

www.teignbridge.gov.uk 

British Telecom Faults                  151 

Electricity Western Power 08456 012989 

Gas 0800   317960 

Water 0800   378937 

Street Lighting 0800 1976763 

Teignbridge Council     01626 361101 

Clerk to Parish Council 01364 644109 

Parish Tree Warden 01626 351378 

Dog Warden 01626 215881 

Crimestoppers 0800   555111 

Samaritans 01803 299999 

Torbay Hospital 01803 614567 

Newton Abbot Hospital 01626 324500 

RSPCA 0300 1234 999 

Devon Bus Enquiry Line 01392 382800 

Country Bus Enquiry Line 01626 833664 

National Express Coach 08705 808080 

Rail Information 08457 484950 

Northcott Theatre, Exeter 01392 493493 

Theatre Royal, Plymouth 01752 267222 

English Riviera Centre 01803 299992 

Alexandra Cinema 08712 303200 

NA Leisure Centre 01626 215640 

Brownies, Maggie Lambourn 01803 812717 

Locksmith 01626 211153 

Kevin Farrelly 01626 354956

 (Chairman of Emergency Planning Committee) 

Citizens Advice Line 03444 111 444
 (Open – Mon Tues Weds Fri 9.30am–3.00pm) 

SCHOOLS 

Primary School, Abbotskerswell   01626 353605 

Coombeshead College    01626 201800 

Newton Abbot College     01626 367335 

Torquay Boys’ Grammar School   01803 615501 

Torquay Girls’ Grammar School    01803 613215 

St Cuthbert Mayne School    01803 328725 

To save confusion on Bin Day mark your bins and boxes with your house 

name/number to ensure they are returned to you 

Mobile Library Van 2019 (Monday unless stated) 
 Abbotshill car park: 09.45–10.05 

 AK Village Centre: 10.15–11.00 

 The Priory: 11.05–11.50 

Feb 11th / Mar 11th / Apl 8th / May 10th (Fri) / Jun 3rd 

 

 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes

